Date:

         
September 27, 2018
To:  


Bath City Council
From:


Juli Millet, Finance Director 
Judy Hardy-Goddard, GA Administrator
CC:


Peter Owen, City Manager
Re:


Adoption of GA Maximums

The Adoption Process
The municipal officers (i.e., selectpersons/council) adopt the local General Assistance Ordinance and yearly Appendices, even in town meeting communities.  The law requires that the municipal officers adopt the ordinance and/or Appendices after notice and hearing.  Seven days posted notice is recommended, unless local law (or practice) provides otherwise.

At the hearing, the municipal officers should:

1)      Allow all interested members of the public an opportunity to comment on the     proposed ordinance; 

2)      End public discussion, close the hearing; and 

3)      Move and vote to adopt the ordinance either in its posted form or as amended in light of public discussion.

Filing of GA Ordinance and/or Appendices
Please remember that General Assistance law requires each municipality to send DHHS a copy of its ordinance once adopted.  In addition, any changes or amendments, such as new Appendices, must also be submitted to DHHS.  DHHS will accept the enclosed “adoption sheet” as proof that a municipality has adopted the current GA maximums. This signed form may be scanned and emailed to generalassistance.DHHS@maine.gov; faxed to Robin Reed at 287-3455; or sent by US mail to:  DHHS/General Assistance, 19 Union Street, 11State House Station, Augusta, ME  04333.

GENERAL ASSISTANCE ORDINANCE

2018-2019
Ordinance: Chapter 8A. General Assistance Maximums 
for October 1, 2018 to September 30, 2019 (second passage)

ORDINANCE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BATH THAT THE CODE OF THE CITY OF BATH, ADOPTED FEBRUARY 2, 1977, AND SUBSEQUENTLY AMENDED, BE FURTHER AMENDED AS FOLLOWS:

CHAPTER 8A. GENERAL ASSISTANCE

Amend the City’s General Assistance Ordinance in accordance with the amended portions attached hereto.  Deletion’s are shown in red (or crossed out), addition’s are shown in blue (or underlined.)

Also delete appendices to the ordinance dealing with maximums allowances and adopt the MMA Model Ordinance GA Appendices (A-D) for the period of Oct. 1, 2018 - September 30, 2019. These appendices are filed with the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) in compliance with Title 22 M.R.S.A. §4305(4).

Signed the 7th of November, 2018 by the municipal officers: 

________________________________________
Mari Eosco - Madame Chair, At Large Councilor

_______________________________     

Julie Ambrosino, At Large Councilor   



_______________________________     

Phyllis Bailey, Ward One Councilor
_______________________________     

Sean Paulhus, Ward Two Councilor   


_________________________________

Terry Nordmann, Ward Three Councilor

______________________________     


Bernard Wyman, Ward Four Councilor 
________________________________     


David Comeau, Ward Five Councilor
________________________________     


Susan Bauer, Ward Six Councilor
________________________________     

Aaron Park, Ward Seven Councilor
Appendix A- Overall Maximums





Persons in Household 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2017/2018
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Sagadahoc County
	781
	863
	999
	1318
	1600


New Maximums





Persons in Household

	2018/2019
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Sagadahoc County
	786
	875
	1017
	1345
	1636


Appendix B-Food Maximums  ( There was no change in the Food Maximums)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sagadahoc

County
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2017/2018
	192
	352
	504
	640
	760


Appendix C - Housing

Appendix C is a listing of the maximum levels of assistance for housing (both heated and unheated). These maximum levels were developed by MMA using 2009-2010 HUD Fair Market Rent values that include utility costs. Because the FMR numbers include utility and heating costs, the applicable average utility and heating allowances, as developed by the Maine State Housing Authority (MSHA), are subtracted from the FMR to obtain a pure “housing” cost.

	2017/2018
	2018/2019

	# Bedrooms
	UnHeated
	Heated
	# Bedrooms
	Unheated
	Heated

	1
	675
	796
	1
	679
	803

	2
	795
	922
	2
	795
	932

	3
	1045
	1228
	3
	1059
	1246

	4
	1274
	1497
	4
	1297
	1524


Appendix D – Utilities

There was no change in the Utilities

1)  Electricity Maximums for Households Without Electric Hot Water: The maximum amounts allowed for utilities, for lights, cooking and other electric uses excluding electric hot water and heat:
	Number in Household
	Weekly
	Monthly

	1
	$14.00
	$60.00

	2
	$15.70
	$67.50

	3
	$17.45
	$75.00

	4
	$19.70
	$86.00

	5
	$23.10
	$99.00

	6
	$25.00
	$107.00

	NOTE:  For each additional person add $7.50 per month.


2)  Electricity Maximums for Households With Electrically Heated Hot Water:  The maximum amounts allowed for utilities, hot water, for lights, cooking and other electric uses excluding heat:
	Number in Household
	Weekly
	Monthly

	1
	$20.08
	$86.00

	2
	$23.75
	$102.00

	3
	$27.70
	$119.00

	4
	$32.25
	$139.00

	5
	$37.30
	$160.00

	6
	$41.00
	$176.00

	NOTE:  For each additional person add $10.00 per month.


Appendix E

There was no change in fuel.  We use what the applicate uses per month or the cap of what is allowed for that month at the current price for fuel.
	Month
	Gallons
	Month
	Gallons

	September
	50
	January
	225

	October
	100
	February
	225

	November
	200
	March
	125

	December
	200
	April
	125

	
	
	May
	50


Appendix F

There was no change in Personal and Household Supplies
	Number in Household
	Weekly Amount
	Monthly Amount

	1-2
	$10.50
	$45.00

	3-4
	$11.60
	$50.00

	5-6
	$12.80
	$55.00

	7-8
	$14.00
	$60.00

	NOTE:  For each additional person add $1.25 per week or $5.00 per month.


