
BATH PLANNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES       OCTOBER 4, 2005 
 
 
A regular meeting of the Bath Planning Board was called on 10-4-05 for the purpose of 
conducting regular business. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT  
Bob Oxton, Chair  
Jim Harper, Vice Chair 
Jim Hopkinson 
Bill Vahey  
Andy Omo 
Jennifer DeChant 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
Jonathan Dolloff (non-voting student member) 
John Underwood (non-voting student member) 
Robin Haynes 
STAFF PRESENT  
Jim Upham, Planning Director  
STAFF ABSENT 
Marsha Hinton, Recording Secretary 

 
          

Mr. Oxton, Chair, called the meeting to order in the third floor Council Chambers at 6:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, October 4, 2005.   
 
Minutes of September 20, 2005, meeting 
 
Mr. Harper pointed out that his name was in the minutes as being both present and 
absent, and he reminded the Board that he was absent.  
 
MR. VAHEY MOVED, SECONDED BY MR. HOPKINSON, TO ACCEPT THE 
MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 20, 2005, MEETING AS AMENDED. 
 
UNANIMOUS APPROVAL 
 
 
Old Business:   
 
Item 1 
Request for Final Subdivision Approval - Stonehouse Woods Subdivision; Oak 
Grove Avenue (Map 15 Lot 46), Sewall Family Associates, LLC, applicant. (Continued 
from September 6, 2005, meeting) 
 
Mr. Upham told the Board that the applicant’s consultant had asked that the item be 
continued to the October 18, 2005, meeting to allow additional time to prepare 
information for the Board’s review.  
 
MR. HOPKINSON MOVED, SECONDED BY MR. HARPER, TO CONTINUE THE 
REQUEST FOR FINAL SUBDIVISION APPROVAL FOR STONEHOUSE WOODS 
SUBDIVISION AT OAK GROVE AVENUE (MAP 15 LOT 46) THE SEWALL FAMILY 
ASSOCIATES, LLC, APPLICANT, UNTIL THE OCTOBER 18, 2005, MEETING. 
 
UNANIMOUS APPROVAL 
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Item 2 
Request for Site Plan Approval and Final Subdivision Approval – Evergreen 
Woods; Congress Avenue (Map 24 Lot 1); Tedford Shelter, applicant. (Continued from 
September 6, 2005, meeting). 
 
Mr. Upham told the Board that the applicant had asked that the item be continued to the 
October 18, 2005, meeting to allow additional time to prepare information for the 
Board’s review.  
 
MR. OMO MOVED, SECONDED BY MR. VAHEY, TO CONTINUE THE REQUEST 
FOR SITE PLAN AND FINAL SUBDIVISION APPROVAL FOR EVERGREEN 
WOODS SUBDIVISION AT CONGRESS AVENUE (MAP 24 LOT 1) TEDFORD 
SHELTER, APPLICANT, UNTIL THE OCTOBER 18, 2005, MEETING. 
 
UNANIMOUS APPROVAL 
 
 
Item 3  
Request for Site Plan Amendment – Congress Avenue (Map 24 Lot 1):  United 
Church of Christ, applicant. (Continued from September 6, 2005, meeting) 
 
Mr. Upham told the Board that the applicant had asked that the item be continued to the 
October 18, 2005, meeting to allow additional time to prepare information for the 
Board’s review.  
 
MR. OMO MOVED, SECONDED BY MR. VAHEY, TO CONTINUE THE REQUEST 
FOR SITE PLAN AMENDMENT FOR THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST ON 
CONGRESS AVENUE (MAP 24, LOT 1) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, APPLICANT, 
UNTIL THE OCTOBER 18, 2005, MEETING. 
 
UNANIMOUS APPROVAL 
 
 
Item 4 
Request for Historic District Approval and Contract Rezoning; 950 Middle Street 
(Map 26 Lot 112); David Enright and Barbara Cornell, applicants. (Continued from 
September 20, 2005, meeting) 
 
Mr. Upham told the Board that the applicant had asked that the item be continued to the 
October 18, 2005, meeting to allow additional time to prepare information for the 
Board’s review.  
 
MR. OMO MOVED, SECONDED BY MR. HOPKINSON, TO CONTINUE THE 
REQUEST FOR HISTORIC DISTRICT APPROVAL AND CONTRACT REZONING 
FOR 950 MIDDLE STREET (MAP 26, LOT 112) DAVID ENRIGHT AND BARBARA 
CORNELL, APPLICANTS, UNTIL THE OCTOBER 18, 2005, MEETING. 
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Unanimous Approval 
 
 
New Business: 
Item 1 
Request for Pre-application Workshop – Redevelopment and expansion of an 
existing building and the construction of two new buildings; 135 & 141 Leeman Highway  
(Map 28, Lot 054 and Map 28, Lot 053); Mark Sewall, applicant. 
 
Don Leighton, representing the applicant, introduced David Webster, architect, who 
would discuss the design concepts for the project. 
 
Mr. Leighton told the Board that the concept has changed since the previous pre-
application workshop with the Board.  He said the design of the buildings was different, 
that all of the buildings on the site would be demolished, and that new buildings and 
uses were being planned for different locations on the site.   He talked about the idea of 
making this an attractive rest stop for motorists.  
 
Mr. Leighton explained the concept of landscaping the Route 1 side of the site with a 
grassed berm and shade trees.  He pointed out that delivery trucks had a good access 
with this new concept.    
 
David Webster showed the Board various drawings of the proposed buildings and 
explained that he had taken historic images from Bath architecture and blended it with 
contemporary styles.  
 
The Board had questions and comments about leaving one exit onto Route 1, 
handicapped access to the buildings, snow removal, the Court Street side of the 
proposed building, making the west end of the site attractive, safety for employees 
crossing Court Street to their parking, the design of curb cuts to prevent exits where 
they are not allowed, and the phasing of the construction.  
 
Mr. Oxton opened the floor to members of the public who wished to comment on this 
agenda item. None seen, Mr. Oxton closed the public portion of the meeting. 
 
Mr. Leighton told the Board that the design team would be meeting with DOT in the 
future to discuss landscaping, traffic circulation and access.  Mr. Upham asked that he 
be informed of that meeting so he could attend.  
 
 
Item 2 
Election of Officers 
 
Mr. Oxton turned the meeting over to Mr. Upham to run the election of officers. 
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Mr. Upham opened the floor to nominations for Chair of the Board.  Mr. Oxton 
nominated Mr. Harper, saying that he had been Chair for many years and thought that 
having a change would be good for the Board.  Mr. Vahey seconded the nomination.  
There were no other nominations for Chair. 
 
THERE BEING NO OTHER NOMINATIONS FOR CHAIR, THE BOARD AUTHORIZED 
THE PLANNING DIRECTOR TO CAST ONE BALLOT ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD 
FOR MR. HARPER.  MR. HARPER WAS THUS ELECTED CHAIR OF THE 
PLANNING BOARD.  
 
Mr. Upham then opened the floor to nominations for Vice Chair of the Board.  Mr. Vahey 
nominated Mr. Hopkinson.  Mr. Oxton seconded the nomination.  There were no other 
nominations for Chair. 
    
THERE BEING NO OTHER NOMINATIONS FOR VICE CHAIR, THE BOARD 
AUTHORIZED THE PLANNING DIRECTOR TO CAST ONE BALLOT ON BEHALF 
OF THE BOARD FOR MR. HOPKINSON.  MR. HOPKINSON WAS THUS ELECTED 
VICE CHAIR OF THE PLANNING BOARD.  
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS  
 
Mr. Upham introduced proposed changes to the Planning Board Rules of Procedure, 
which would deal with the continuation of agenda items and voting by all members, 
including the Chair.  Mr. Hopkinson discussed the need to regulate how long members 
of the public could talk on a topic.  Suggesting that the Chair should be able to set a 
limit, but that the Board could waive this in certain circumstances.  
 
Mr. Upham said he would prepare something for the next meeting.  
 
Mr. Upham also told the Board about he status of the Comprehensive Planning. He said 
that the Comprehensive Planning committee would be holding a public meeting on 
October 25th in the Auditorium to present the draft Issue Statements and to encourage 
comment.  
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, MR. HARPER MOVED, 
SECONDED BY MR. OMO, THAT THE MEETING BE ADJOURNED.  
 
UNANIMOUS APPROVAL 
 
Minutes prepared by Jim Upham, Planning Director.  
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