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MUNICIPAL MEETINGS

FOR HOLIDAY CHANGES AND ADDI-
TIONAL MEETINGS, PLEASE SEE THE
CALENDAR ON WWW.CITYOFBATH.COM

o CiTy CouNCcIL
18T & 3RD WEDNESDAYS, 6:00 PM
CouNCciL CHAMBERS

o PLANNING BOARD
15T & 3RD TUESDAYS, 6:00 PM
CouNCciL CHAMBERS

° COMMUNITY FORESTRY
2ND WEDNESDAYS, 7:00 PM
2ND FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM

® COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
2ND THURSDAYS, 4:00 PM
2ND FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM

® ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
1ST MONDAYS AS NEEDED, 7:00 PM
BASEMENT CONFERENCE ROOM
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Downtown Vicinity
City of Bath, Me.

>

Access audit, improvements ahead

The City of Bath has been
awarded more than $127,000 in
grant monies from the Maine De-
partment of Transportation and the
Federal Transit Administration for
four accessibility improvements in
the downtown.

The City of Bath has been
awarded more than
$127,000 in grant monies
for four accessibility
Improvement s in the
downtown.

The City Bus service made the
community eligible to apply for
accessibility grants to correct some

of the identified problems within
the plan. The improvements will
allow disabled riders of the bus ser-
vice to reach downtown destina-
fions and improve pedestrian
safety within the downtown.

Over the course of the last two
years, citizens and staff have
worked together to identify and
mifigate accessibility issues within
the downtown. An outcome of the
accessibility audit and other meet-
ings was the development of an
Americans with Disabilities Act
compliance plan. This work led to
an ADA accessibility plan, which
identified and proposed solutions
to barriers. Most of the barriers
were located where crosswalks
intersected with sidewalks that
have vertical-faced curbs.

(continued on page 2)
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CoMMONLY CALLED

NUMBERS
ANIMAL CONTROL +vvvvveennn 443-5563
ASSESSOR’S OFFICE ....... 443-8336
BATH AREA FAMILY YMCA. . 443-4112
BATH COMMUNITY TV....... 443-8387
BATH WATER DISTRICT ..... 443-239 1
CEMETERIES tuvvvrinnnnnenennn 443-8345
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE .. 725-8797
CITY CLERK tiviiiirnnnnnnnnnns 443-8332
CITY MANAGER «+vvviianerenns 443-8330
CITY PLANNER .ivviiiinnnnnnn 443-8363
CODES OFFICER +vvvvineeenns 443-8334
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 443-8372
FINANCE +ttiiiiiirennnaneeennn 443-8338
FIRE DEPT .iiiiiiiiiiieennnnns 443-5034
GENERAL ASSISTANCE ..... 443-8335
LANDFILL ¢ vvviteerananannnnnnn 443-8356
MAIN STREET BATH ......... 442-729 1
MAINTENANCGCE .tvvvvvrnenranns 443-8365
PARKS AND RECREATION .. 443-8360
PATTEN FREE LIBRARY ..... 443-5141
e - o 443-5563
PUBLIC WORKS vt vviianeeenns 443-8357
SAGADAHOC CNTY COURT 443-8200
TREASURER +vvvvinnnnrernnnnns 443-8340
U.S. POST OFFICE.......... 443-9778

W. BATH DISTRICT COURT. 442-0200

Information about municipal hap-

penings are published in the local

newspapers and advertised on Bath
Community Television. You can also
find informatfion on the City’s
website (www.cityofbath.com).

All City Council and Planning Board
Meetings are online. Meetings will be
available fo watch
live and will be
archived for a year.
You can view these
meetings by going to
the City Council page
of the City of Bath
website and clicking
on Meetings Online:
Live/On-Demand  or
by going directly to TownHallStreams.com
and select “"Bath” from the list of towns.
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THE LOITY OF SHIPS
NEWSLETTER

FMI CONTACT
MARC MEYERS AT 443-8330 OR
MMEYERS@CITYOFBATH.COM

Bath Police joins RAIDS Online

The Bath Police Department
and BAIR Analytics Inc. recently
partnered to provide an online
crime map called RAIDS Online
that maps and analyzes crime
data and alerts citizens.

Citizens can view a map
and grid with all of the crimes in
their area and sign up for
neighborhood watch reports
that automatically email a
breakdown of recent crime ac-
tivity. RAIDS Online automati-
cally syncs with the Police De-
partment’s records system to
keep crime information up-
dated. RAIDS Online cleans and
geocodes the crime data, then
displays incidents on a map,
grid and analytics dashboard
along with basic information
about the incidents, including
type of crime, type of location,
date and time.

“The Bath Police Depart-
ment’s participation in RAIDS
Online highlights their commit-
ment to proactive communica-
tfion with the public they serve,”
said Sean Bair, founder of BAIR
Analytics, “We're excited to
partner with the Bath Police De-
partment to provide this free
service for their public.”

Typically, agencies can
spend thousands of dollars an-
nually through other crime map-
ping providers. BAIR Analytics
offers RAIDS Online and the
RAIDS Online Mobile app as a
free service to any law enforce-
ment agency that wishes to par-
ficipate.

For more informafion about
RAIDS Online, visif
www.raidsonline.com.

AC C eSS (ontinued from page 1)

Prior to the availability of the
grant funding source, city staff
antficipated phasing minimal im-
provements over the course of
three years. With this new funding
opportunity, the City is able to
expand improvements, conclude
them in one phase, and reduce
costs.

Although the design-phase of
the project has just begun, the
project is expected to focus on
four principal intersections along
Front Street: Front and Centre
streets, Front and Broad streefs,
Front and Elm streets, and Front
and Summer streets. Curb ramps
will be installed on both sides of
the street. Where the sidewalk is
not sufficiently deep to provide
an accessible curb-ramp, ‘bump-

outs’ will be constructed. ‘Bump-
outs’ are effective at providing
the necessary landing area for a
wheelchair-bound individual, but
also limit the distance a pedes-
trian must be in the roadway—
and tend to reduce the speed of
traffic.

This project will be designed
and constructed by the MDOT,
with design guidance provided
by City staff and the Bicycle and
Pedestrian Committee. Design is
expected to be completed by
the spring with construction in the
summer.

For more information, please
contact the Director of Planning
& Development, Andrew Deci, at
443-8363.




Grand re-opening for the Park

The Bath Youth Meetinghouse and Skatepark grand re-opening was
held in September at the former National Guard Armory on Old Bruns-
wick Road. The Park 1s open Monday through Friday, 2 p.m.-9 p.m.,
Saturday noon-9 p.m., and Sunday noon-6 p.m.

Have your
chimney
inspected
once a

year and
cleaned or
repaired if
necessary.

\

NFPA
The name and the image of Sparky®

THINK SPRING!

Register today for Farm League
baseball/softball and grades K-8
lacrosse. Call 443-8360.

are registered trademarks of the NFPA I'
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Converts grass, leaves and table scraps into
an abundant supply of rich garden soil.
Large 20 gallon capacity

Easy, snap together assembly

10 year warranty & Instruction Booklet
Made of recycled plastic

Assembled dimensions - 33"x35"

Pick Up Your Ordered Items at:
Bath Landfill - Upper High Street
Mon - Fri 8-3pm
After May 27, 2013

City of Bath

Urges You to Do Your Part for Earth Day 2013:
Compost Your Yard and Food Waste!

Earth Machine Backyard Compost Bin

Return the coupon below before April 20, 2013. All Sales Final

Tel 443-8356

Price
The Rain Barrel $62.00
550al capacity,
Great rain water
collection for
gardening
~
III
KITCHEN SCRAP PAIL @ ¥

Attractive, easy to use, Hinged lid
snaps secursly to pal, 2 gallon ~ THE WINGDIGGER
capacity accommodates plates for  USe this handy tool

"mess free” scraping! to turn your com-
s post periodically.
The REOTEMP Backyard Compost

—— Thermometer with a 20" stem is designed
\ "\ for monitoring interior temperatures
© V - ina backyard sized compost bin.
- 7 RangeOto200F

.

HERE'S HOW TO GET STARTED!
1. Clip & fill out this Order Form.
2. Mail it in with your check or money order,
3. Pick up your orderad items.

For more information call:

The Bath Landfill Tel: 443-8356

Item Quantity | Unit Price | Subtotals
Compaost Bin $46.00
Kitchen Pail $8.00
Wingdigger $17.00
Rain Barrel $62.00
Themaometer $19.00

TOTAL DUE

City: State:

Make checks payable to: MRRA (Maine Resource Recovery Association)
LETRGERATH Public Works, - Compost Bins, 450 Oak Grove Ave, Bath, ME 04530

e &

Zip Code:
' ORDER FORM
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Deparfment spoflight: Bath City Bus

Long-standing service
and a community feel

The City Bus celebrated its 75th yearin 2012. True
today as it was on May 16, 1937, residents, commuters
and visitors are able to board the City Bus to reach
their destinations.

“It provides transportation opportunities at a very
affordable cost,” said Director of Planning & Develop-
ment Andrew Deci, who serves as Operations Man-
ager for the City Bus. “Ridership is up over the past
three years: 10,000, 11,000 to 13,000 riders last year.”

A trip to the vet, weekly shopping at the grocery
market and a regular checkup at the doctor’s office.
After eight years at the wheel, driver Marvin McKeown
knows regular riders by name and their destination by
day. The riders also greet familiar faces, talk about the
day’s events and news while headed to their destina-
tions.

Tickets are sold for $1 each or $10 for 12. One-day
passes are $2. The City Bus operates from Monday to
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and provides tfranspor-
tation within Bath to anyone. The City Bus serves a vari-
ety of riders, mostly on the two regularly-scheduled
routes through the City. McKeown and Rob Drouin, the
regular operators, usher riders to and from more than
20 different locations throughout Bath via two regional
loops.

Both loops begin and end at City Hall and include
stops at Sea Cliff and Shaw's Supermarket. Schedules
are available at City Hall or online at
www.cityofbath.com.

The North Loop, a 35-minute journey, meanders
through roads above Leeman Highway with stops at
Bath Area Family YMCA, Bath Housing Authority, Moor-
ings, Congress Avenue Plaza, Shaw's, Sea CIiff, Mari-
time Apartments, Oak Ridge Apartments, Community
Center at Lambert Park, Dike's Landing, Midcoast Center for Higher Education and Patten Free Library.

The City Bus operates from Monday to Friday from 8
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. For more information, call 443-8363.

The South Loop, a 25-minute ride, includes visits to
Washington House, Sea Cliff, Shaw's, Coastal Plaza,

4 /fp/'o vides ffOﬁSpOffOﬁO/? Oppof]‘un/'_ Richardson and High streets, the Plant Home and
. . . Maine Maritime Museum.
fies at a very affordable cost. Ridership , . . ,
. . The City Bus also makes trips to Midcoast Hospital
15 Up over the /OOSf three yedars. 10,000, and provide BIW commuter service. For more informa-
11,000 to 13,000 riders last year.” tion on the City Bus or these services, call 443-8363.

The City Bus is part of more than a century’s tradi-
tion of public transportation in Bath. The bus was pre-
ceded by 37 years of electric trolley service.

Andrew Deci

Director of Plonnlng & Developmen’r The City Bus is a service provided by municipal,

state and federal funds.




Main Sfreef Bath

“5-minute Pitch” produces grant, mobile applicaton

Main Street Bath participated Main Streel Bath won g
in a "5-minute Pitch” contest at the ;
Maine Downtown Center’'s annual granf valved qf $2’500 m
conference in Farmington last cash and services fo use
spring, winning a grant valued at for o’eve/o,omenf of a
$2,500 in cash and services to use . .
for development of a mobile mar- mobile markefing
keting platform for Bath businesses. platform for Bath

The award was based on the businesses.

use of innovation to positively im-
pact the downtown by promoting
business entrepreneurship. Cathy
Matero of David Matero Architec-
ture, and Main Street Bath director
Jennifer Geiger teamed up to
pitch the judges on a project to

create a mobile-friendly version of
the existing online business direc-
tory at visitbath.com. Their con-
cept won points for practicality,
and for the likelihood it would

An Old-Fashioned Christmas in Bath

Downtown Bath kicked off the holidays Thanksgiving weekend with the
annual Lighting of the Children's Tree in the Gazebo, followed by cook-
les and a Visit with Santa at Bath City Hall.

MAIN STREET BATH THANKS TO ALL WHO RECENTLY PARTICIPATED IN
THE MAIN STREET BATH SURVEY. THE RESULTS ARE BEING ANALYZED
AND WILL BE SHARED SOON! FOR MORE INFORMATION, CHECK OUT
MAIN STREET BATH ONLINE AT VISITBATH.COM

“move the needle” in a positive
direction for Bath's small, inde-
pendent businesses.

“There is a growing population
that uses a smartphone or other
mobile device to gather informa-
tion rather than sitting at a com-
puter, especially when traveling.
We need to be able to reach
these people to stay competitive,’
said Geiger. “Thanks to the MDC
grant, Main Street Bath can do this
as an organization and eliminate
the fime

(continued on page 7)

Honors abound
at Main Street
annual meeting

Main Street Bath's 11th annual
meeting in October was a celebra-
tion of local food and chefs, cama-
raderie, achievement and talent in
service of the community.

Chefs from Mae's Café and Solo
Bistro prepared the menu using food
from Bath Farmers Market, Gilmore's
Seafood, and Pineland Farms Meats.

Local resident Charlie Hudson
was recognized with the 2012 Presi-
dents Award for his work on the
video that helped win the Great
American Main Street Award.

“Spirit of Bath” Awards were
given to Betsy Fear for Banners Over
Bath and the viaduct murals project;
Roger Heard for his work on down-
town parking; Zachary McDorr for his
Bath Maine History Center Facebook
page; and the Maine Maritime Mu-
seum for their outreach efforts.

Carolann Oullette, director of
the Maine Office of Tourism, was the
featured speaker.
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Haynes' History Lesson: Whispers from Oak Grove Cemetery

Graveyards are quiet places,
but you can almost hear whis-
pered stories in Bath cemeteries.
For those whose family members
rest here, good memories recited
by remembered voices echo in
their heads. For others interested in
community history, the markers for
influential shipbuilding families, im-
migrant workers, and children lost
too early, narrate past eventsin
the City of Ships. The skillful orna-
mentation tells of changing tech-
nology and fashions.

The landscape has a tale of its
own, a story of change as the 19th
century re-imagined burial
grounds. No longer a fearful place
as pictured by Washington Irving,
the cemetery became a garden -
planted not just with weeping wil-
lows, but interesting botanical
specimens; watered noft just by
tears, but by the creation of pictur-
esque ponds; traveled not just by
hearses along straight lines of lean-
ing markers, but by tourists and
families seeking inspirational strolls
along curving paths. The city of the
dead became a garden for the
living.

These were the ideas behind

John H. Ramsay’s imaginative use of tree
Ilimbs and roots made a “summerhouse,”
that invited lingering to admire the sur-
rounding landscape.

3

This fanciful bridge over the southern pond at Oak Grove Cemetery demonstrates well

the ideals of the rural cemetery.

Oak Grove Cemetery. The city pur-
chased the burying ground in 1872,
needing more space for burials.
The purchase and the 1883 hiring
of John H. Ramsay as Superinten-
dent of Parks and Cemeteries en-
couraged the cultivation of a new
type of cemetery. Massachusetts’
Mount Auburn Cemetery of 1831
was the first North American land-
scape inspired by the European
“rural” or “garden cemetery.” In a
“rural cemetery,” landscape de-
signers sought to create a park-like
setting, a pastoral place separated
from the workaday world, a rec-
reational space where one might
contemplate both the beauty of
nature and the sweetness and
shortness of life.

The improvements drawn by
Ramsay to transform the burying
ground intfo a cemetery that ech-
oed these ideas were detailed in
the November 21, 1885 edition of
TheBath Independent. The “lake”
to the north of the main entrance
road and many interior improve-
ments had begun in 1883. The 1885
projects included the digging of
another pond to be spanned by a

The city purchased the
burying ground in 1872,
needaing more space for
burials. The purchase and
the 1883 hinng of
John H. Ramsay as
Superintendent of Parks
and Cemeferies
encouraged rthe
cultivation of a new type
of cemeftery.

bridge done in a dramatic inter-
pretation of rustic style. As the re-
porter described, the bridge's
“sides are built in rural fashion of
the limbs and roots of trees inter-
twining and gradually rising, until
over the centre of the bridge they
form an arch fittingly crowning this
fine specimen of rustic work.” With-
out the newspaper’s account, it
would be difficult to

(continued on page 7)



Mobile app

supporters
sought

An historical relationship between Bath and Shariki village, now
part of Tsugaru City, has grown Into a sister-city relationship be-
tween the two communities and a sister-state relationship between
Maine and the Aomori region of Japan. The program welcomes new
members, sponsors, volunteers and Interested travelers. For more
information, contact Cindy Matthews at cmatthews@rsul.org or visit
bath-tsugaru.org. In the above photo, the 2012 travelers from the

Bath area.

(continued from page 5)

and expense it would take for Bath's
small independents individually.”

The mobilized directory will be de-
signed by Maine Hosting Solutions. The
landing page will be customized with
buttons for places to eat, shop, and stay,
to find music, art and health services,
and to relax or explore the outdoors.

A designated button will also link to
the calendar of events for the coming
week at visitbath.com. The “mobilized”
directory of Bath business listings, informa-
tion and links is expected to go live early
in 2013.

For more informafion about Main Street
Bath, visit www.visitbath.com.

qunes’ HiSfory Lesson (continued from page 6)

identify a photograph found in a
photo album at Patten Free Li-
brary’s History Room as even being
Oak Grove. In 1895, the same
newspaper reprinted an article
about Oak Grove Cemetery from
the Chicago publication Park and
Cemetery, with the headline
“Bath’s Pride and One of the Most
Beautiful Bits of Landscape Work in
Maine.” The article reported on
Ramsay's beautification of the
areq, specific plantings, and the
purchase of additional lands o the
north of the original burial grounds.
The description of the
“handsomest rustic summerhouse
in Maine,” which capped the sum-
mit of the northwest section, al-
lowed the identification of another
photograph in the photo album
mentioned above.

As with the earlier bridge, the
nafural and irregular curves of the
free limbs and roots were arranged
in an exuberant composition, in-
spired by the then popular Adiron-
dack style. That architectural fash-
ion had grown out of the work of

Oak Grove today

A codlition of Bath organizations are developing a restorafion plan
for Oak Grove Cemetery.

The Bath Forestry Committee, along with Sagadahoc Preservation,
Inc., Bath Garden Club, Bath Historical Society and Kennebec Estuary
Land Trust have begun preliminary work on the development of a resto-
rafion plan that focuses on the historic and natural resources of the
cemetery. Over the next three years, the collaborating organizations
will develop a restoration plan that identifies the cemetery’s unique as-
sets and uses, and how they can be preserved and enhanced in the
future. Plan development is expected to occur over the next three
years, with restoration activities beginning after that.

At this fime, the group is inventorying all known information about
the cemetery. If you have news clippings, stories, pictures, or ideas for
the plan, please contact Andrew Deci at 443-8363.

mid-nineteenth-century architects,
who had rejected the contrived
geometry of classical styles and
embraced more organic and
asymmetrical designs based on a
franscendental view of nature.
However, by the fime of a 1909 ar-
ticle on the city’'s cemeteries, it ap-
pears that the bridge had been
remodeled and the summerhouse
dismantled, since neither ap-
peared in illustration nor descrip-

tion within the report. Ramsay died
unexpectedly in 1897.

While much of Ramsay'’s origi-
nal work is gone, the peaceful at-
mosphere of the rural cemetery
remains af Oak Grove. The voices
of the departed, including Ramsay
whose remains lie there, the leaves
of the trees, and the breezes over
the lakes continue to whisper their
stories.
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i i Ward 1
Meet the C“y COU“CI Meadow Merrill 443-9508
iy }, ™z ‘& meadow.ward1@myfairpoint.net
= Ward 2
Sean Paulhus 751-7760

New members of the Bath City Council were sworn in on Dec. 5. In
the front, from left, Carolyn Lockwood, Sean Paulhus, David Sin-
clair, Meadow Merrill. In the back row, Mari Eosco (vice chair),
Bernie Wyman (chair), Steve Brackett, Andy Winglass, Leverett
“Tink” Mitchell.

seanpaulhus@gmail.com
Ward 3

Carolyn Lockwood 522-1018
olops@gwi.net
Ward 4

Bernard Wyman, Chair 443-4700
wyman_bernard@comcast.net

Ward 5
Mari Eosco, Vice Chair 542-5444
mari@mainehost.com

Ward 6
David Sinclair 807-1610

davidsinclair.ward6@gmail.com

Ward 7
Leverett “Tink” Mitchell
tinkfd@comcast.net

At Large
Andrew Winglass
winglass@gwi.net

At Large

751-3366

798-9142

Steve Brackett
market@gwi.net

443-2011




