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Forestry Committee
- Support Bath’s Trees Harvest Moon
Dinner Menu
-HORS D’OEUVRESFree Range Chicken Liver Pate &
Vegetable Pate Platter w/Pickled Spring
onions, mustard & House-made crackers
Squash Fritters w/ Orange Chipotle Sauce
Korean BBQ Meat Skewers
Grilled Fall Vegetable Platter &
grilled Bisson Sausage Platter
-PLATED DINNERFirst Course - Salad
Plated salad greens with house-made
applewood smoked fresh mozzarella
Hakeuri turnips, kolrhabi, & fresh herb
vinaigrette
Borealis Aroostook wheat rolls w/
Bisson Farm butter whipped with
Pleasant Pond Orchard honey
Second Course - Entrée
Maple roasted chicken
Slow roasted brisket with a
Hickory BBQ sauce
Heiwa tofu and Lalibela Farm tempeh
cassoulet w/Birchsap drizzle
Oven roasted Laralle potatoes with
fresh herbs
Beets & carrots with local ginger
honey glaze
Final Course - Dessert
Maine apple crisp with whipped cream
Self-Service Coffee and Tea
Beer & Wine Cash Bar
Alagash White or Double Black
Fiddlers Reach Merrymeeting Dry Mead
Paul Mas Estate Pinot Noir

Summer - 2014

The Blood Moon will shine; the dinner will be haute
cuisine; the music fantastic; the host par excellence;
and the auction—nothing but the best!
BCFC Holds its First Harvest Dinner Fundraising Event on October 8
Moon shine and
great food will be the star
attractions at the first
fundraising dinner held by
the Bath Community
Forestry Committee on
October 8th at the Bath
Freight Shed. Aaron Park
of Henry and Marty
Restaurant and Catering
will be serving up a gourmet dinner with Maine grown
foods including breads, vegetables, fruit, meats, and
dairy provided by local growers and farmers.
A silent auction thus far includes a night at
the Hampton Inn in Bath; a family membership to the
Farnsworth Art Museum; a Neil Welliver print of
white birches; a loon print by Rick Gill that was
featured on an Orvis catalog cover in the 1980’s; “The
River Guide” by John Swan, a highly acclaimed
Maine painter who has two diverse watercolor
subjects—Maine and the Bahamas; a Christmas tree
gift certificate from the Hummer Tree Farm off
Varney Mill Road in Bath; an authentic ash ice fishing
trap from JackTrap; dinner for eight prepared at your
home by Aaron Park of Henry and Marty Restaurant
& Catering; a maple wooden bowl by Ann Prescott; a
catalpa wooden bowl by Thomas Edwards; and a
bright red Dutch oven from Now You’re Cooking.

Dinner by

Maple Bowl by Ann Prescott

White Birches by Neil Welliver

Henry & Marty
Restaurant and Catering
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Top: Loon by Rick Gill
Bottom: Catalpa Bowl by Thomas Edwards

All proceeds from the dinner and auction will
go to the Bath Community Forestry Committee for its
ongoing efforts to protect and preserve the urban
forests of Bath. Sponsored by The Kennebec Co. and
hosted by John Ater, the evening is shaping up to be a
joyous celebration of Bath’s trees, Maine food, great
art work, music by Tom Hoerth and The Jen Tonics,
and a glorious blood moon. Tickets are available at the
Bath Cemetery Office at 1 Oak Grove Avenue as well
as www.bathforestry.com. A ticket form is also on
page four of this newsletter. Auction donations may be
made by contacting Elizabeth Haskell at
ehaskell@midmaine.com.

JOIN US AT OUR NEXT MEETING!
The Bath Community Forestry Committee meets the first Wednesday of the month, September-June from 7:00 - 9:00 P.M. in the Bath City Hall.
The public is welcome. The Committee meets in the second floor conference room. For more information, call 443-8345. See us at www.bathforestry.com or on
www.facebook.com/bathcommunityforestrycommittee.
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TREES AROUND BATH – Northern catalpa
Catalpa speciosa was originally thought to be native only to the
Midwestern United States near the confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio
Rivers. However in 1976, investigation of an archeological site of an island in
West Virginia's portion of the Ohio River revealed Catalpa speciosa to be
present on the island around the time period of 1500-1700 AD. This suggests that
Catalpa speciosa may have experienced a decline in range before European
settlement. It is widely planted today as an ornamental tree and is adapted to
moist, high pH soil and full sun, but is able to grow almost anywhere in the U.S.
The wood is soft, like white pine, and light, weighing only 26 pounds
per cubic foot when dry. It also does not rot easily; in earlier years it was used for
fence posts and less than successfully as railroad ties. More modern uses that
highlight the wood's beautiful grain include furniture, interior trim and cabinetry.
Catalpa has one of the lowest shrinkage/expansion rates of any U.S. hardwood
making it excellent for carving and boatbuilding. Often regarded as a weed tree,
its wood is underappreciated and underused. The tree's tendency to grow
crooked does not help its reputation as a source of usable lumber. Northern
catalpa has been extensively cultivated in Ohio for over 200 years, and is now
naturalized in urban and rural areas.
Three liabilities exist in urban areas where it is found as both a shade
and an ornamental tree: 1) it rains down fragments of its long fruits and fringed
seeds from winter through spring, creating a cleanup chore; 2) it often gets far too
big for its allocated space in the landscape, and crowds out or casts too much
shade on other desirable plants; and 3) its brittle wood, coupled with tree height,
makes its branches at times subject to wind or ice damage. For all of its
hindrances, however, the catalpa is a tree worthy of any large yard or field.
One very large Catalpa speciosa, next to the Bath Fire Department,
was removed recently. It wasn’t “just a tree”. The tree had been planted in 1957
by Fred Pecci who served as Bath’s arborist for 50 years. He was responsible for
planting trees in Bath after many trees were lost to Dutch elm disease. A bowl
made from that same old catalpa tree, by Thomas Edwards, will be auctioned off
at the BCFC Harvest Dinner on October 8th.

Northern catalpa (catalpa speciosa)
photographed across from the Maine
Maritime Museum on July 4, 2014

Photography contest update and changes
The City of Ships is also the City of
Trees! Each year the BCFC looks for the most
striking color and/or black & white photographs
of trees within the boundaries of Bath taken
during the 12 months before the contest date
(winter, spring, summer and fall images). The
contest is open to anyone including non-residents.
All adult and student entries will be judged on
composition and presentation by guest judges.
Winners will be announced at the annual contest
awards program on November 11, 2014 at the
Bath Freight Shed from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
All entries will be on display at the Bath
Freight Shed in November and part of December.
Photographs will also be displayed on the City of
Bath’s website at bathforestry.com and on the
Forestry Committee’s Facebook page at
facebook.com/bathcommunityforestrycommittee.
Plans are in the works to produce a calendar for
2015 or 2016 from the winning images which
makes it important that photographs of trees
during all seasons are submitted.
Photographers retain ownership of their
image(s), but entering a photograph in the contest
implies an understanding that the image can be
used by the BCFC in promoting its interests on

social media, in the newspapers, and in other
promotional materials. All black and white or
color images submitted must follow this criteria:
1) 5x7 or larger print; 2) matting allowed, but no
frames; 3) photos must be taken between
November 2013 and November 2014; 5) complete
application filled out with name of tree, place
picture taken, date & time of photo, type of camera used, and title of image must accompany the
photograph; and up to three submissions are
allowed per person.
Photography contest applications are
located on both websites previously mentioned in
this article and at City Hall through the City
Clerk’s office. Any questions may be addressed to
George Waldman at geowaldman@aol.com.
Both the adult and student categories
will have first, second, and third place winners.
Previous winners have received awards from
Henry and Marty Restaurant and Catering, Now
You’re Cooking, Skillin’s Greenhouses, Byrnes
Irish Pub, the Maine Arborist Association, Just
Framing, Bull Moose Music, Shelter Institute, Big
Top Deli, and Tandem Glass. Awards this year
and judges are yet to be finalized.

“4 Feet X 3 Trees” by Cala Barton was last year’s
winning entry in the student category. Creativity,
composition, and looking “outside the box”
results in an award winning photograph.
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In Bath Money Does Grow on Trees
The City of Bath has a long history of
having healthy urban forests. The City’s trees,
including 6,000 street-side trees, 14,000 trees in
public areas, and over 130 acres of woodlands
add to Bath’s charm, but their value goes far
beyond their beauty. A recent analysis determined
that trees within the downtown and suburban area
of Bath provide over $780,000 dollars of benefits
to the city each year. The forest at the City’s
Butler Head provides another $180,000 of annual
benefits.
The analysis was part of a recent
collaboration between the City of Bath, the Maine
Forest Service, the Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences, and the U.S. Forest Service to
use a tool, called i-Tree, to quantify the benefits
that trees provide to the Bath community. The
i-Tree analysis determined that each year trees
within the downtown and suburban area of Bath
and at Butler Head remove 20,000 pounds of
pollutants from the air, produce 640,000 pounds
of oxygen, avoid 1.1 million gallons of storm
water runoff, and store over 1.4 billion pounds of
carbon dioxide. “The i-Tree analysis helps
people better appreciate the link between forests
and the healthy air and clean water that we value,
not only for ourselves, but for future generations
as well,” said Ethel Wilkerson, a scientist at
Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences in
Brunswick. “For example, emissions from cars
have implications for air quality and climate

change. We now know that the amount of carbon
dioxide stored in these trees is equivalent to the
annual emissions of 7,600 cars, a number that
represents eighty percent of Bath’s population.”
The i-Tree analysis was funded by a
grant from the National Urban and Community
Forestry Advisory Council.
It builds upon
decades of work by Bath’s arborist, Tom Hoerth,
and the members of Bath Community Forestry
Committee to inventory the City’s forest
resources. Inventoried street trees are eligible for
reimbursement if damaged by storms and extreme
weather. However, the benefits to the City extend
much further than just the replacement costs
because inventoried trees become financial assets
that help reduce municipal borrowing costs. The
inventory of the City’s urban forests revealed that
Bath’s trees provide an $8 million financial
benefit to the City. Bath’s tree resources are
fixed capital assets, like fire hydrants or vehicles.
“But where most capital assets depreciate in value
over time,” Hoerth says, “trees actually appreciate
over time. The bigger the tree, the more benefits
it provides, and those benefits along with the
tree’s financial value grow over time.”
A few of Bath’s 6,000 street-side trees line Front Street offering
Bath has been proactive in inventorying shade, beauty, and valuable oxygen to the City. Bath’s urban
remove 20,000 pounds of pollutants from the air each
its urban forests and embracing new tools to trees
year.
streamline and strengthen it’s tree management.
These activities have kept Bath’s forests healthy.
In the long run, these efforts saved more than just Contributed by Ethel Wilkerson of the
Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences
trees; it saved a lot of money too.
Brunswick, ME

BCFC reviews its role in the future of Bath at annual meeting in August
For the past 22 years, the mission of the
Bath Community Forestry Trust embodies the
belief that our trees, forests, and open spaces - in
combination - improve the day-to-day lives of us
all. The Trust is focused on the future; that the
generations which follow will inherit an urban
environment which enhances Bath as a special
place, unique in location, and prized for its
habitability by citizens, visitors, and institutions
alike. Our mission, then, while tempered by the
ever-changing needs of the future, shall be firmly
based upon the need to protect, to expand, to
preserve, and use wisely, the forestry resources
and green spaces found within the City of Bath,
Maine.
At the annual meeting of the BCFC in
August, Tori Jackson, a professor and educator
with the University of Maine Cooperative
Extension, provided insight and recommendations
for the future of the BCFC. Ms. Jackson had met
with Committee members one-on-one since
January and presented her findings at the annual
meeting per request of the Committee members
who felt an “outsider’s” perspective would be
valuable in planning for the future. She said her
first observation was simple—while the mission

hasn’t changed over the years, the work load has,
thus putting much more stress and a sense of
overload on the nine members of the Committee.
“For the success of future projects, the Committee
is going to have to strengthen the four
sub-committees that are in place: 1) communications; 2) finance; 3) tree care; and 4) education. It
is important to recruit members of the community
with strengths in these areas to help achieve your
goals,” said Ms. Jackson.
Currently, the BCFC provides care and
maintenance for public trees; monitors ongoing
projects at Butler Head; maintains a City tree
inventory with the City Arborist; oversees educational programs at area schools related to tree
planting and care; manages the City tree nursery;
manages Druid Park; and has recently started
working on a Cemetery Master Plan for replacement of the aging trees that exist at Oak Grove
Cemetery and other cemeteries located in Bath.
In and amongst these tasks, the BCFC
also conducts Arbor Week activities, Tree City
USA submissions, a quarterly newsletter, an
annual photography contest, annual landscape
awards and fundraising events. This year the
BCFC will hold its first fundraising dinner on

October 8th at the Bath Freight Shed. The dinner
will also host a silent auction with gifts from area
businesses, local art work, and gift certificates.
“It is a real challenge to accomplish all
of our activities with nine members who have
families and jobs to attend to as well as being on
such an active Committee,” said Elizabeth
Haskell, chairman of the BCFC. “With the four
sub-committees in place we hope to garner
volunteers from the greater Bath area who use
Bath as their central business center. This gives
people the opportunity to work on one of our
sub-committees and/or a project, but not have to
be a fulltime member because of personal time
constraints,” she said.
Allowing non-Bath
residents to become involved with the BCFC also
brings a broader range of understanding of what
we do for the community” added Ms. Haskell.
(Currently, Committee
members must be Bath
residents.)
Anyone wishing to
volunteer may email
Elizabeth Haskell at
ehaskell@midmaine.com
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New watering method in use for Bath trees

NEGEF Tree Protection Grant
The BCFC received a generous grant
from the New England Grassroots Environment
Fund for $2,000 to use toward the purchase of
iron tree protection devices for the many tree
plantings that have occurred in the City of Bath
this spring and summer. Many replacement trees
and new trees have been planted at the Customs
House, along Congress Avenue near the tennis
courts and Roger’s Ace Hardware, on City street
ways, and in the City’s parks. Larry Totten of
West Bath recently donated four disease-resistant
American chestnut trees. Castanea dentate was
decimated by the Chestnut blight, a fungus bark
disease from Japan, before 1930. Mr. Totten has
a large Chestnut breeding orchard in West Bath
where he has been growing the blight-resistant
Chestnut trees for over a decade. Today there are
only a few old chestnut trees surviving. A great
gesture to the City of Bath-thank you Mr. Totten!
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Water bags provide deep water saturation

Bath city arborist Tom Hoerth has had
his hands full this summer planting numerous
trees around the City. Watering those trees is a
major undertaking during the growing season
and a must-do task for the survival of newly
planted trees which are highly susceptible to
transplant shock. Slow-release watering bags are
now being used in Bath to provide effective and
efficient deep water saturation. Deep watering
keeps moisture concentrations far below the surface, reducing transplant shock, and attracting
roots downward deep into the soil.
The bags provide 100% absorption,
promote deep root growth, require little
maintenance, and save on labor costs. A single
bag holds approximately 15 gallons of water and
needs to be filled once a week for a tree caliper of
1 to 2 inches. In off seasons, the bags can be
easily unzipped and stored until spring.

Purchase Harvest Moon Dinner Tickets!

Keep Bath Green and Growing!!

Support Bath’s Trees on October 8, 2014 with Dinner, Music
and a Silent Auction at the Bath Freight Shed—$50/person

BCFC, 1 Oak Grove Ave., Bath, ME 04530

Address:____________________________________________
Phone:_________________E-Mail:______________________
Number of Tickets:________Amount Enclosed:_____________
Make Checks payable to BCFC and mail to:

BCFC
1 Oak Grove Ave.
Bath, ME 04530
Or call Lori @ 443-8345 to purchase your tickets. (Only 60 tickets available.)
Do you want to receive our newsletter in the mail? __________
(Newsletter is also available at www.bathforestry.com)

Name:_____________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________
Town, State, Zip:____________________________________________
Phone:______________E-mail Address:__________________________
Bath Community Forestry Trust Levels
___$300 Chestnut ___$100 Hickory ___$50 Hazelnut ___$25 Beech
___Other
Bath Community Forestry Committee Operations/Tree Care Levels
___$300 Oak ___$100 Elm ___ $50 Maple ___$25 Pine
___ Other
___ Check here if you wish to volunteer on future projects. Thank you.

Elizabeth Haskell, Chairman
Andrea Babbin-Wood
Steve Balboni, Ex-Officio
Thomas Barrington
Bruce Brennan
Wendy Everham
Thomas C. Hoerth, Ex-Officio
James Hummer
Aaron Park
Mary Earl Rogers
Vacant
George Waldman
Lori Harper, Staff Assistant

Name:______________________________________________

Support Bath’s trees! Your contribution will be used wisely and be greatly
appreciated. Forward to the address above. Make checks payable to BCFC
and denote on the check if it is for the Trust Acct. or the Operations Acct.
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2014 Committee Members

1 Oak Grove Avenue
Bath, Maine 04530
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