
MINUTES 

Board of Selectmen 

COPY:KJ. IE) 
DA'l'E: 7 7 / ju:, 
TIME '2, I'-/ ~.f))h_ 
TOWN~bFFICE 

Tuesday, July S, 2016 - 7:00PM 

Norma Drummer Room - Seymour Town Hall 

Members Present: W. Kurt Miller, Nicole Klarides-Ditria, Karen Stanek, Annmarie Drugonis and Stephan 
Behuniak (7:21 PM). 
Members Absent: Len Greene, and Al Bruno. 
Others Present: Town Counsel, Richard Buturla; Richard Demko, Paul Sponheimer and Jodie Gil. 

ITEM #1: Call meeting to order. 
Meeting was called to order by First Selectman, W. Kurt Miller, at 7:03 PM. 

ITEM #2: Pledge of Allegiance. 
Everyone saluted the flag and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ITEM #3: Public Comment. 
None. 

ITEM #4: Approve minutes from June 20, 2016 Ordinance Committee meeting. 
Motion to approve minutes from June 20, 2016 Ordinance Committee meeting. 
Motion: Karen Stanek Second: Nicole Klarides-Ditria 
Vote: 3-Yes 0-No 1-Abstain 
W. Kurt Miller- Yes Nicole Klarides-Ditria -Yes Annmarie Drugonis -Abstain Karen Stanek-Yes 

ITEM #5: Approve minutes from June 21, 2016 regular meeting. 
Motion to approve minutes from June 21, 2016 regular meeting. 
Motion: Annmarie Drugonis Second: Karen Stanek 
Vote: 3-Yes 0-No 1:Abstain 
W. Kurt Miller- Yes Nicole Klarides-Ditria -Abstain Annmarie Drugonis - Yes Karen Stanek - Yes 

ITEM #6: First Selectman's Report. 
• I met a few times with Brian Nestiriak to finish the road program book and presentation. Brian will 

present his findings and recommendations to this board at the July 191
h meeting. 

• Year-end budget work continues. We are still in the process of finalizing numbers but we are estimating 
that the town will finish the year with a surplus again. 

• I met with a representative from Trinity Church about the potential of a shared parking lot on church 
land for use of for town and church. 

• We plan to begin work on Gary Park parking lot by the end of the month. Our hope is to repave the 
entire lot and expand it in certain areas to accommodate more parking. 

ITEM #7: Discussion and take possible action regarding potential endorsement of draft of Plan of 
Conservation and Development (POCD). 
Motion to table Item #7: Discussion and take possible action regarding potential endorsement of draft 
of Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD). 
Motion: Karen Stanek Second: Nicole Klarides-Ditria 
Vote: 4-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain 
W. Kurt Miller-Yes Nicole Klarides-Ditria - Yes Annmarie Drugonis- Yes Karen Stanek-Yes 
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ITEM #8: Discussion and take possible action regarding license agreement with CARES. 
Kurt stated he met with the CARES (Coco's Animal Rescue.Efforts of Seymour, Inc.) group and had 
conversations about the license agreement. He stated that everyone seems to be on the same page 
with everything. 
Town Counsel, Richard Buturla, stated they believe that the license agreement best serves the town in 
terms of this particular arrangement. It allows the animal rescue group to take possession of the 
property for the purpose of serving as an animal rescue. It also provides for a short termination if, for 
any reason, the Town of Seymour needs to take back the animal shelter for the purpose of utilizing it for 
a shelter. He stated everyone seems to be in agreement on all of the provisions. The only issue is 
evidence cannot be found of Coco's Animal Rescue Efforts of Seymour, Inc. (CARES) existence of an 
entity of that name. He stated Kurt will reach out to the Secretary of State's office and confirm their 

legal existence. 
Kurt discussed the agreement. The licensing fee will be $10.00 per year for using the facility. The Town 
will pay utilities for the building but that can change over time. The Town will be responsible for general 
maintenance and general wear and tear. They will be responsible for any add-ons and new equipment. 
All add-on's will need to be approved by the town. There will be a limit as to when the public can be in 
the building, not including volunteers. They can be open for business from 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM, 7 days a 
week. All cars have to be out of the lot by 9:00 PM. Kurt stated he expects to have this squared away by 

next week. 

ITEM #9: Discussion and take possible action regarding awarding of downtown streetlight bid. 
Kurt read the following letter from Jim Galligan regarding the Main Street Investment Fund Project

Sidewalk Improvements: 
Dear Mr. Miller: 
Nafis & Young Engineers, Inc. opened bids for the above-referenced project on June 21, 2016. 

This project included construction of twelve (12) new handicapped ramps and reconstruction of several 
sidewalks on Main Street, Deforest Street, Wakely Street and First Street. The original low bid by G PIC & 
Sons Construction Company, Inc., which included Wakely Street, was above the project Grant amount of 

· $375',000.00, We have deleted the work on Wakely Street-and- adjusted the total price to $325,915.00, 
Therefore, Nafis & Young Engineers, Inc. recommends that the Seymour Board of Selectmen 

approve the award of the Main Street Investment Fund Project - Sidewalk Improvements to G PIC & 
Sons Construction Company, Inc. in the amount of $325,915.00. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 
Sincerely, James H. Galligan Town Engineer 

Motion that the Town of Seymour award the Main Street Investment Fund Project -Sidewalk 
Improvements bid to G PIC & Sons Construction Company, Inc. in the amount not to exceed 

$325,915.00. 
Motion: Nicole Klarides-Ditria 
Vote: 4-Yes 0-No 

Second: Annmarie Drugonis 
a-Abstain 

W. Kurt Miller - Yes Nicole Klarides-Ditria -Yes Annmarie Drugonis -Yes Karen Stanek-Yes 

ITEM #10: Discussion and take possible action regarding proposed ordinance changes 
• Strategic Planning 

o The Strategic Planning Committee is asking for the board to change the reporting requirements 
from quarterly to semiannual and the requirements of those who are going to report from First 
Selectman, Finance Director and Director of Operations to First Selectman and staff he/she 
deems necessary. This will be discussed more at the July 1g'h meeting. 
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• Justice of the peace 
o Kurt stated the issue with the ordinance is that it only allows for 20 Justices of the Peace. The 

Ordinance Committee is asking for a number divisible by 3. 
o Town Counsel, Richard Buturla, discussed the State Statute (9-183a) dealing with the Justices of 

the Peace (JP's). The number of JP's for each town shall be equal to a third of the number of 
jurors to which such town is by law entitled and there shall not be less than 15. According to a 
document recently prepared by the Secretary of State office, Seymour has 4,107 jurors; 
therefore, the maximum number of Justices of the Peace is 1,369. The town can amend the 
ordinance to increase or decrease the number of JP's to one divisible by 3, no less than 15 nor 
more than 1,369. 

o Kurt stated that the Ordinance Committee will meet next week and set a number before the July 
19th meeting. 

• Historic Landmark Preservation 
o This was brought to the Ordinance Committee by the Town Historian. This is to allow the town 

the ability to slow potential demolition of historic building or house. She is asking to allow the 

building to be cataloged or have pictures taken before it gets taken down. 

• Street Excavation 
o Kurt stat.ed this was put forward to the Ordinance Committee by Don Smith. The biggest issue is 

cutting into street for utilities. This will allow better control over how those patches are done. 
The town will charge a flat amount for the amount of street that is opened and the town 
contractor will do the work. 

ITEM #11: Appointments. 
Motion to appoint Alex Danka to the Memorial Day Committee for a term of two (2) years expiring on 
July 5, 2018. 
Motion: Nicole Klarides-Ditria 
Vote: 4-Yes 0-No 

Second: Karen Stanek 
0-Abstain 

W. Kurt Miller - Yes Nicole Klarides-Ditria -Yes Annmarie Drugonis - Yes Karen Stanek - Yes 

Motion to appoint Eric Omlor to the Board of Public Works for a term of two (2) years expiring on July 5, 
2018. 
Motion: Annmarie Drugonis 
Vote: 4-Yes 0-No 

Second: Nicole Klarides-Ditria 
0-Abstain 

W. Kurt Miller - Yes Nicole Klarides-Ditria - Yes Annmarie Drugonis- Yes 

ITEM #12: Tax Refunds/ Abatements. 
Motion to accept the June 30, 2016 Tax Refunds/ Abatements as presented. 
Motion: Nicole Klarides-Ditria 
Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 

Second: Annmarie Drugonis 
0-Abstain 

W. Kurt Miller -Yes 
Stephan Behuniak-Yes 

Nicole Klarides-Ditria -Yes Annmarie Drugonis- Yes 

Abatement requests from Tax Collector: 

Karen Stanek-Yes 

Karen Stanek- Yes 

Motion that the Town of Seymour waive taxes that are due on 139 Maple Street for July 1, 2016 
payment of $636.30 and the January 1, 2017 $636.30 for a total amount of $1,272.60. 
Motion: Annmarie Drugonis Second: Nicole Klarides-Ditria 
Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain 
W. Kurt Miller-Yes 
Stephan Behuniak-Yes 

Nicole Klarides-Ditria -Yes Annmarie Drugonis-Yes Karen Stanek-Yes 
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Motion that the Town of Seymour waive taxes that are due on 100 Prospect Street for July 1, 2016 
payment of $331.38 and the January 1, 2017 $331.38 for a total amount of $662.76. 

Motion: Nicole Klarides-Ditria Second: Annmarie Drugonis 
Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 0-Abstain 
W. Kurt Miller - Yes 
Stephan Behuniak-Yes 

ITEM #13: Transfers. 
None. 

Nicole Klarides-Ditria -Yes 

ITEM #14: Correspondence. 
• Check registers. 

Annmarie Drugonis-Yes Karen Stanek-Yes 

• Letter from the First Selectwoman of Woodbridge to secretary Barnes of OPM regarding the Regional 
Animal Shelter. 

• June 19, 2016 Public Comment from resident Joseph Luciano who couldn't make it in time for the last 
meeting for Public Comment. He voiced his concerns for the need for additional handicap accessible 
ramps on Wakely and DeForest Streets. He also sent a follow-up letter on July 1" reiterating what he had 
written about in the June 19'h letter. He also wanted to find out about the towns policy on Public 
Comment provided by citizens with disabilities. 

ITEM #15: Public Comment. 
None. 

ITEM #16: Selectmen's Public Comments. 
Karen Stanek discussed the documents (Warranty and Quit-Claim Deeds) proving who Gary Park is 
named after. The property was purchased by Clarence Oppel on Gary Park Drive and sa,ld a portion to 
the town for a park and named the park after his son Gary Oppel. She stated she spoke with the lawyer 

who handled the transaction. 
·Discussion ensued about changing street names·arid park name's'.'· ··· · 

Karen suggested renaming the park without renaming the street. She also suggested having the kids in 
town name the park. 
Kurt stated he doesn't agree with renaming the park for the sake of renaming a park. 

ITEM #17: Adjournment. 
Motion to adjourn at 7:36 PM. 
Motion: Annmarie Drugonis 
Vote: 5-Yes 0-No 

Second: Karen Stanek 
0-Abstain 

W. Kurt Miller - Yes 
Stephan Behuniak-Yes 

Nicole Klarides-Ditria -Yes Annmarie Drugonis - Yes Karen Stanek-Yes 

Submitted by, 

~~ W. Kurt Miller 
First Selectman Recording Secretary 
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June 19, 2016 

To: Rory Burke, Adm. Asst., Town of Seymour; First Selectman Kurt Miller 
RBurke@SeymourCT.org, kmiller@seymourct.org 
Cc: ADA coordinator Deidre Caruso dcaruso@sevmourct.org 

(my comments are ADA/disability rights matters) 
.E!:l!!!!.: Joseph A. Luciano 1/1,J[f!JL!ll)/1111/11 lllll afCannectmut 

Page 1 ofl 

DRAGco11necticu@ahoo.com 33 DeForest street, Seymour CT 06483 203/463-8323 

SUBJECT: my PUBLIC COMMENT for ENTRY into Minutes of the next meeting of the Seymour 
BOARD OF SELECTMAN scheduled for Tuesday June 21, 2016 

Good Morning, Mr. Miller; Mr. Burke: the following text is my Public Comment, which is transmitted 
via email because existing infrastructure (absent crosswalks, absent curbcuts, impassable sidewalks) 
prevent me from traveling safely via wheelchair to board meetings at their scheduled time. 

PUBLIC COMMENT of Joseph A. Luciano 219 words 
"Absent crosswalks/curbcuts at Wakeley a public hazard" 

On behalf of all able pedestrians (and senior/disabled residents of Columbus Street and Fall view Apts 
(25, 33 & 41 DeForest Street) I urge the Board of Selectman to address an urgent matter of public safety 
at the junction of Wakeley and DeForest Streets. 

Over the years photos I have sent to town hall and Seymour PD clearly showed the worst location for a 
crosswalk: from the Fall view Apts mailbox cluster to the Citizen Engine garage. This is the worst 
location because of inadequate line-of-sight. (SEE attached photos.) 

The best location is on Wakeley in front of the EMT Training Center. Line-of-sight in all directions is 
excellent; and fully ADA compliant new curbcuts and a crosswalk are already in place on the Fishway 
side. (Only one curbcut would need to be constructed.) 

Access routes to Fishway parking are hazardous 
Current resi.dents of senior/handicapped housing at 16 Bank Street (entrance on Columbus Street) who 
park their paratransit vehicles at the Fishway are already crossing DeForest-the worst possible location. 
And those who cross Wakeley in front of the EMT Training Center are risking life and limb because there 
is no crosswalk there. 

On Seymour Founders Day 2016, visitors who parked at the Fishway were unnecessarily in harm's way 
traveling to and from their vehicles. 

Please make the solution of this problem your highest priority. 
### 

~ rt, .'1etdafw 
?.dq,,d,.t A'""""t< t,,. &t,i,,1,;. p.,,... ~r• '&>~. U.,,,_,t '!><4f9•. 
& ;!W<tlf, e,--,,.ltiu tk.<19• "?«ft A't)A '1!!!#1!.4"" ..... & e.,..,,..,., 
FOUNDER: Disability Rights Action Group of Connecticut DRAGconnecticut@yahoo.com 
l!!!pj/www nln-esi1,tcr.comlopinionl20 l4 0928feditorial-stil l-a-touoh·road- for-am~ricims-with-disabil ities 
hllQl[~y. rep-am.cgm/news/local/93 1. l 34 .txt 
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Fi'rday, July 01, 2016 

TO: Rory Burke, Adm. Asst., Town ofSeymour; First Selectman K11t! Miller 
RBurke@Seymol!l'CT.o,·g, kinillet@seymourct.01;g 
.Cc: ADA coordinator Deidre Caruso dcarus6qjlseymourct.org 

(my com1ne11ts areADAldisabillty rights 111att!lrs) 
Fl'om: Josel}hA. Luciano 1/111//lft IIIJl1 l1/l11 l111t,1rconnedtlcu1 

DRAGco1111ect/e11l@y11hoo.co11t 33 D~For<.'}St street, Seymour CT 06483 203/463,&323 

SUBJECT: my PUBLIC COMMENT for ENTRY into Minutes of the next 1neeting .of the Seymour 
BOA!m.OF SELECTMAN schedule() fqr J11ly 5th, 20l6 

To th¢ ATTENTION of Mr. MHler; Mr, B11.t)(e: 

T .... he,fo. ' .. ,l!!?P~"';!!i•]}J!. te~tis t1Y . .!~!\\tC.·.~$rn. entfqr t.h·e l:IOS meetLng s.ch. ed.ule. d ~.o.r July s'\ ~o 16 .. •.' ; . aaitim~or~lill11ri!::'f!fi~1tr!l'J![--~i!ll bet~use J c~rmot appear lfi persoil; ex1sllng 
infrastn1cture (absent.crosswalks, absent eurbculs, impassable sidewalks) prev.ent me from traveling 
)afoly vi.I\ Whee/chair tc, 11n:d frnm board meetings at their scheduled. time. 

PUBLIC COMMENT of Joseph A. Luciano 
I • Absent crosswalks/curbctds at Wakeley- a pubilc. hazard: 

2 - Pgblicize poHcy on Public Comment provided by citizenswith disabilities: and 
3 - Publicize identity, functions, and activides.·ofSeymmir's ADA coordinator. 

Issue 1 - On behalf 9fall .able pec!e$trians(i!nd se1iior/disabled residents of Columbus Street and 
Fallview Apts (25, 33 & 41 DeForest Street) I urge the Board of Sel~t1na1,t9. addr~ss an urgent matt¢r))f 
public safety at the jtlimtion of Wakdey and DeForest Streets. 

Oveflheyears photoslba\'e sentto town haU and Seymour PD cleal'ly showed the worst location :(or a 
cros.sw1;1Jk: from the Fa)lyiew AplsJ):l~il~ox .elust;,r to tb.e Citizen Engine garage. This is the worst 
location because of inadequate .li!Jecof-sight .. (SEE photos,at 
1!11ps:llwmv.facebookCoi11/pltcito.tJbo?tliid"·98SJ89(il4.$.~~284&set=a 9&f7491035:70002JM3741886 .. IOOQOI047636.106&:t\'llif 3&the.1ter} 

The bestlocation is on Wakeley fa frontof the EMT Training Center. Line.of-sight in all di1·ections ~ 
excelle11t; a11dJul)y ADA compliant new curbcuts and a crosswalk are already in place on the Fishway 
side. (Only one curbcut would need.to be c9i1structed.) · 

Access mutes to Fisl:lway parking are hazardous 
Current residents .. of senior/hartdi~appe.d housing at l.6 Bai1k Street (llnttance oil Coi\imbus Street) wb? 
park their paratransit vehicles at the Fishway are akeady crossin!;lDeForest~the ~v.orstpossible locatiM. 
Alld th.ose who cri:>ss Wakeley in front qf the t'.MT Tr~lning Center are risking lifi! and limb because there 
is no crosswalk there. 

On Seymour Founders ·Day 2016, Visitors wh.o pal'ked Jt tbe Fisl1Waywere u11rte01lssarijy iu harn1'sway 
tmveling to and from tbeir v.ehicles. 

Please make the solution of this problem ypur highestpriprity. 

Issue 2 - Please publish complete information on the Town ofSeymour's Website regarding policy 
on how the town accommodates and responds to persons wiih disabilities desiring to prov.ide their Ptlblic 
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Co1n11ie1\t at tow1tboa1'd meetings but who are 1111able to appedr inper.Mrby reasol\ of disability, safety 
relative to fransp61t or fravel, arid/or infrastt:uctute conditions relative to accessil:iility, All toles. the town 
has:~r will establish must be made public and publisfo.,d tofacilitate Public Comment ofcitizens with 
disabiUties. 'foWn rules inust inclµde ac¢eptable meansoftransmissfon (via email Mdforvja USPS 
snailmail}as well as deadlines for receipt .of Public Comment by the fawn. Also1 these n!l¢s must 
discloSe the extent to whichdetaHs of such Ptrbllc C11m111e11twi11 be entered into meeting minutes. 
Speciftcally, will th!l Inin,tit~s in,ch1de essential t(etails ofs11chcomme1i(sp as to Ile equivalenttq the detail 
given to persons who were "able~bodied~ to p.ersonally present their comments? Minutes that 
acknowledi;ie Public Comment of citizens with disabilities sent via email or snailmail with the stlltement., 
"Correspondence was received from {Mme of citizen)/' arel1ot equiv1,1lent to Public C<ililment given by 
persons who spoke their comments; in person. Excluding details of Public Comment provided by citizens 
with, dis11bilities is discriminatory: 

Issue 3 -·-. Ple~se pubHsh<1omplete information on the T9wn of Seymour's W~bsite about the id~ntity 
of and contact information for S.eymour's designated.ADA coordiI1ator. (APA 1990 requires that th¢ 
name and contact info~mation of the designated ADA coordinator be publicly advertised.) Such 
infotJnatiQnshou(d includethe APA coptdlnator's responsibiiities, actions taken on specifiG issues, the 
ADA coordinator's self-.evahlatiou.ofthe programmatic bJUiiets in.services offered by Seymour; 
complaint or grievance proc~dure torespond to complaints of noncompliance from the public; the town's 
transition planfor acces11il.>{lil)'.; and where this information is jocnted andits fom1at to facilita!e review by 
interested.citizens. 
### 
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