
Historic District Commission 

March 20, 2012 

7:30 pm  

The River House 

 

1. Call to order 

The East Haddam Historic District was called to order at 7:36 upon the arrival of the Chairman. 

 

 

2. Will Brady, Joseph Zirlis, Karl Stofko, Pam Rubenbauer, and  Chris Miller 

 

 

Others present: Jerry Littner, Suzanne  Littner, Matther Carrol, Tracey Carrol, Bob Scherr and 

Carol Scherr 

 

3. Informal Discussion 

Ms. Littner of 86 Millington rd, Millington green, stated they needed to resurface the terrace. 

Ms. Littner also stated they decided to add a pergola on the half of the terrace off the kitchen. 

The pergola would be made of wood and either painted or stained to match the house, perhaps 

with some vegetation growing on it. The pergola would be 16x20. Chairman Brady asked about 

lighting. Ms. Littner stated the lighting would be either a period chandelier for outdoor use and 

perhaps electrical outlets to provide additional lighting on an as needed basis.  Chairman Brady 

asked about a start date. the Littner’s stated they hoped to come before the commission in April 

and start after that. The public stated they were in support of the project. Mr. Zirlis also stated 

the project looked nice. The Littners left at this time. 

 

Mr. Carrol, an owner of the former Hayden Wine and Spirits came before the commission. He 

stated they decided to rename the business Swing Bridge Wine and Spirits. Pictures of the new 

proposed letter head and signs were presented at this time.  Mr. Carrol stated there would be 

no changes to the lighting. The Carrol’s presented three signs on   the front sign on the building 

to be located near the front door 2x3 feet , 5x 1.49 feet for the side of the building and 7.73x 

1.99 feet on the front of the building the back of the sign would be dark blue with white 

lettering.  Ms. Miller stated she felt the size of the lettering of wine and spirits should be larger. 

Chairman Brady also agreed the size should be larger. Mr. Carrol stated he was concerned about 

going over the size the town allowed for a sign. Chairman Brady stated in the past the town 

usually accepted what the historic district approved in terms of sign size. Mr. Zirlis stated the 

sign looked good. Mr. Scherr and Mrs. Scherr stated they like and supported the proposed sign.  

The Carrols  and the Scherrs left at this time.  



 

 Chairman’s Report 

 

Chairman Brady stated he had received a call from Michael about redoing the roof of the 

Rathburn library near the handicapped entrance, Chairman Brady stated he had not been able 

to speak to him about the specifics, but would.  

 

Chairman Brady also stated he had also received a call from Bob Smith about needing to bury a 

propane tank on 61 Main Street  Chairman Brady reported the only place to bury it was in front 

of the carriage house.  Discussion ensued. 

 

Chairman Brady also stated he had received a paper on a trust for the preservation of historic 

properties and buildings. Mr. Zirlis asked about nominating the Palmer Warrner house and 

Chairman Brady stated they could not nominate it because it was not owned by a municipality. 

Chairman Brady stated he would contact Mr. Ventres to discuss possible properties.  

 

Chairman Brady stated Mr. Nelson had made a Facebook page for the 100th anniversary of the 

East Haddam Bridge.  Ms. Rubenbauer suggested lighting up the bridge. Please see attached 

letter and picture.  

Dr. Stofko stated he felt any celebrations should be done in conjunction with Haddam.   

Ms. Rubenbauer presented some pictures of Johnsonville and the Salmon River to the Historic 

district for the records. 

 

Minutes 

Dr. Stofko made a motion to approve the minutes as amended Mr. Zirlis seconded the motion, 

the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Adjournment 

There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Rubenbauer made a motion to adjourn the 

motion was seconded by Dr. Stofko the motion passed unanimously the meeting was adjourned 

at 8:48 pm 

 



 



 


