
Board of Selectmen 

Grange Hall 

March 20, 2013 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Selectmen Present:  Mark Walter; Emmett Lyman 

Selectmen Absent:  John Blaschik 

Also Present:  C. Behilo; E. Blaschik; M. Hansen; C. McCormack; J. McCormack; S. Wheeler  

 

1. First Selectman Walter called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. and the attendees said the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  

 

2. Approval of Agenda:  Mr. Walter added the following item to the agenda: 

 

 Item 8.F. – Commission Resignation (ACG) 

 

Motion made by Mr. Walter, seconded by Mr. Lyman, to approve the agenda as amended.  

Unanimous aye. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes:  Regular Meeting of February 6, 2013 and Regular Meeting of February 20, 

2013. 

 

Mr. Lyman noted that in the minutes for the February 6
th

 meeting the results of the vote on agenda 

item 8.B. - RFP Award – Hosted VOIP, were not recorded.  Ms. Wheeler stated she would update the 

minutes noting “Unanimous aye”. 

 

Motion made by Mr. Walter, seconded by Mr. Lyman, to approve the minutes of the Regular 

Meeting of February 6, 2013 as amended.  Unanimous aye. 

 

Motion made by Mr. Walter, seconded by Mr. Lyman, to approve the minutes of the Regular 

Meeting of February 20, 2013 as written.  Unanimous aye. 

 

4. Correspondence:   Mr. Walter reported that he had received an email, dated March 12, 2013, from 

Mary Baker, Transportation Engineer for the CT Dept. of Transportation Bridge Consultant Design, 

advising that the department had postponed the bid opening for the project to replace two bridges on 

Route 82.  He noted that Ms. Baker also advised that the new plan is to replace the sewer line this fall and 

proceed with the bridge repairs/detour in 2014. 

 

5. First Selectmen’s Report:  Mr. Walter reported that two culverts on Mt. Parnassus Road need to be 

repaired.  He stated he is in the process of getting the approval of the CT DEEP and Army Corps of 

Engineers to repair the culverts using slip-liners. 

 

A. Swing Bridge Centennial:  Mr. Walter reported that plans are underway for a Centennial 

Celebration for the swing bridge on June 15, 2013.  The Selectmen discussed inviting representatives from 

the families who have a historical connection to the original opening of the bridge to participate in the 

celebration. 

 

6. Citizen’s Concerns:  Mr. Walter introduced Cole McCormack and invited him to explain his 

proposal for his Eagle Scout project.  Mr. McCormack stated he would like to build and erect a sign for 

the Grange and Old Town Hall that would list information about scheduled meetings, the Food Bank, the 



Farmers’ Market, and other special events.  He provided a mock-up of the sign and confirmed that he has 

been working with Mr. Ventres on his plans.  Mr. McCormack responded to several questions from the 

Selectmen and discussed his fundraising plans.  Mr. Walter suggested he contact a sign maker to work 

through some of the details of his proposal and noted that his next step will be to meet with the Historic 

District Commission to get their sign-off on his plans.   

 

7. Unfinished Business: 

 

A. Proposal to Exempt Class I Renewables from Building Permit Fees:  Mr. Walter advised 

that the towns of Durham and Portland have Energy Plant Physical Upgrade programs and that Mr. 

Simmons, the Town’s Economic Development Coordinator, had visited the Town of Durham to learn 

more about the program.  He noted that both towns cap their permit fees at $100 and $200 respectively; 

however, he did not have any more information on their programs at this time.   

 

B. Three Bridges Road Bridge Discussion:  There was no update on this agenda item. 

 

C. Blight Ordinance Discussion:  There was no update on this agenda item. 

 

8. New Business 

 

A. Yellow Dot Program Discussion:  Mr. Walter called the Selectmen’s attention to materials 

in their meeting packets regarding the Yellow Dot Program.  He advised that it is a TRIAD project 

designed to help save lives which entails placing a recent photo and information card, with all pertinent 

medical and personal information, in the glove box of a participant’s vehicle and affixing a Yellow Dot 

sticker to the back windshield of the car.  He stated that, in the event of an emergency, this sticker will 

serve as a beacon for first responders and they will know to look inside the glove box to find pertinent 

information.  Mr. Walter noted that People’s Bank sponsors this program and they would like to conduct a 

public meeting at the Senior Center to explain the program once the Board of Selectmen and Emergency 

Management give their approval for this program. 

   

Motion made by Mr. Walter, seconded by Mr. Lyman, to authorize the Commission on Aging to 

move forward with implementation of a Yellow Dot Program for the Town of East Haddam.  Unanimous 

aye. 

 

B. Registrar’s Emergency Plan for Elections:  Mr. Walter advised that Connecticut’s Secretary 

of State has mandated that towns create an emergency plan for elections or adopt the State’s plan.  He 

called the Selectmen’s attention to the draft plan for East Haddam in their meeting packets which had been 

submitted by the Registrar of Voters.  He advised that Ms. Denette has reviewed the plan and her revisions 

have been incorporated.  Mr. Walter stated that, if approved by the Board of Selectmen, the plan must be 

submitted to the State by March 26
th

.   

 

Motion made by Mr. Walter, seconded by Mr. Lyman, to  approve the Emergency Plan for 

Elections and to authorize the Registrar of Voters to file it with the Secretary of the State.  Unanimous 

aye. 

 

C. Potential Use of Senior Center:  Mr. Walter reported that the Town has received requests 

from two religious organizations to use the Senior Center for Sunday worship services.  Mr. Walter 

invited the meeting attendees to participate in the discussion about this matter.  There was a general 

discussion and, while the people in attendance did not have a personal objection to such a use for a public 

building, the consensus was that the public in general would not approve.   



 

D. Volunteer of the Month:  There was no Volunteer of the Month nomination to consider. 

 

E. Tax Refunds:  Mr. Walter called the Selectmen’s attention to two tax refunds.  

 

  Motion made by Mr. Walter, seconded by Mr. Lyman, to award tax refunds in the amounts 

presented.  

 

 $  99.25 to Toyota Lease Trust, and 

 $160.17 to Nissan Infiniti LT. 

Unanimous aye.  

 

F. Commission Resignation (AGC):  Mr. Walter called the Selectmen’s attention to a 

resignation letter from Jessica Stone. 

 

Motion made by Mr. Walter, seconded by Mr. Lyman, to accept, with regret, the resignation of 

Jessica Stone as a regular member of the Agriculture Commission.  Unanimous aye. 

 

9. Public Comment:  Mr. Behilo and Mr. Blaschik thanked the Selectmen for notifying them that that 

March 6
th

 meeting was being cancelled. 

 

10. Selectmen’s Discussion:  In response to a question raised by Mr. Lyman, Mr. Walter advised that 

Sophie Soja has decided to retire from managing the Food Bank.  He stated that a committee will be 

established to oversee the operation of the Food Bank and that Kim Morin Becker and Jovita Cozean will 

act as co-managers.  He reported that, at its peak, the Food Bank served approximately 130 families and is 

currently serving approximately 50 families. 

 

11. Adjournment:  There being no additional regular business to discuss, a motion was made by Mr. 

Walter, seconded by Mr. Lyman, to adjourn the meeting at 7:51 p.m.  Unanimous aye. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

       Emmett Lyman, Secretary 

 

 

Tape:  666A 


