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Economic Development Commission 
Meeting Minutes 

May 6, 2010  
 

Attending:  J. Albuquerque (arrived 7:30 p.m.) R. Casner; M. Gionta; D. Mathiasen; R. Scherrer; P. Stricker; M. Ziobron (EDC 
Coordinator) 
Absent:  E. Sabetta 
Guests:  D. McMahon; K. Nolen; S. Wheeler;   
 
 
 
Mr. Scherrer called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

MINUTES 

 
The minutes from the May 1st meeting were reviewed.  Mr. Scherrer requested a revision to agenda item Old Business/Status 
Reports/Economic Development Coordinator on page 1.  MS. STRICKER MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY MR. CASNER, TO 
APPROVE THE MAY 1, 2010 MEETING MINUTES AS AMENDED.  MS. MATHIASEN ABSTAINED FROM THE VOTE. THE 
MOTION PASSED BY A MAJORITY OF AYES.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Status Reports: 
 
Goodspeed Properties – Mr. McMahon advised that the DECD contract had been approved and construction on the new actors’ 
housing should begin in approximately two weeks.  He stated that representatives from the Goodspeed, the Department of Health, and 
the Town Land Use office did a walk-through of the site and that any outstanding issues with the water system are being resolved.  He 
noted that work has been completed on the Lawton house. 
 
In response to a question from Ms. Stricker, Mr. McMahon reported that they are looking for rental properties for some of the cast and 
crew until the new housing is completed.  He also advised that the theatre in Chester will open next week and that three shows are 
scheduled for the summer season. 
 
Economic Development Coordinator –  Ms. Ziobron reported on the following projects: 
 

 The Town’s EPA grant application was not approved; however, another application can be submitted next year.  She will 
schedule a debriefing meeting with Diane Kelley, Regional Brownfields Coordinator.   

 
 Morning Glories, a new florist and gift shop, opened last week in the Grist Mill Plaza. 

 
 The Enchanted Castle dance studio is scheduled to open in the beginning of June. 

 
 She has been assisting a local furniture maker establish a home business.  

 
 There is an individual who has expressed interest in purchasing the old drycleaners building at the intersection of Routes 149 

and 151 and another person is interested in the old Cumberland Farms site in Moodus. 
 

 She has been meeting with the owner of the Brownell site.  The property is still up for sale, but is no longer listed with an 
agency. 

 
 Farm Fresh Express received its loan from the Middlesex Revitalization Commission and theit expansion is going well 

 
 She assisted Staley’s in securing approval of the Chatham Health District to donate produce to the Food Kitchen. 

 
 The Planning and Zoning Commission rejected the proposed expansion of the Village district. 

 
Ms. Ziobron advised that another application to expand the Village district can be submitted; however, she feels it should be submitted 
by EDC.  There was a general discussion regarding this issue and the Commissioners agreed with her recommendation. 
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First Selectman’s Report –  Mr. Walter was not in attendance at the meeting; however, Ms. Ziobron reported that Fuss and O’Neil had 
informed her that the CT Department of Transportation is in the final stage of completing their work on this project.  She advised that 
the DOT has requested $25,000.00 be set-aside for DBE businesses.  There was a general discussion regarding the status of  securing 
an easement from the Goodspeed for use of their driveway and Mr. Scherrer stated he would follow-up with Mr. Walter on this issue. 
 
Revitalization Commission – Mr. Gionta reported that the Commission is going out to bid for the design of a conceptual plan for the 
Town Office Site. 
 
Business Tax Incentives – Next Steps – Ms. Zioborn noted that the Town’s attorney had made two changes to the version that the 
EDC had previously approved.  She reported she and Ms. Stricker had presented the updated draft ordinance at the May 5th Board of 
Selectmen’s meeting and that it had been unanimously approved.  She outlined the changes made by the Town’s attorney and 
requested the Commissioners to provide their approval to the updated draft. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. CASNER,  SECONDED BY MS. MATHIASEN, TO APPROVE THE BUSINESS TAX 
INCENTIVE ORDINANCE AS AMENDED.  UNANIMOUS AYE. 
 
Ms. Stricker stated that she has drafted a Tax Incentive application and check-list for EDC’s use.  She noted that strong marketing will 
be key to the success of the program. 
 
Signage Ordinance -  Ms. Ziobron reported that she has been working with Mr. Ventres on revising the Town’s signage ordinance and 
expects to have a draft completed later this month.  She reviewed the points she and Mr. Ventres agreed on and noted that a few 
businesses will be grandfathered. 
 
Sunrise State Park – Status -  The recent fire at Machimoodus Park was discussed and the Commissioners noted that this is the second 
fire at the site and expressed concern about the State’s oversight at the property.  Ms. Stricker reiterated that the State did very little 
marketing of their REI and advised that she has reached out to over 100 potential developers, however, she feels that they may be 
waiting for a formal RFP from the State before responding.   
 
Moodus Commercial Infrastructure – Next Steps – Mr. Casner reviewed a topographical map of the Moodus business area and noted 
that he and Mr. Ventres had identified the critical sites and flows.  He advised that a 5-7 acre leeching field would be needed to 
accommodate the system.  Next step is to estimate the plant and piping requirements and project an approximate cost per business to 
hook-up.   
 
Ms. Stricker noted that businesses might be able to take advantage of the Tax Incentive Program if the sewer project goes forward. 
 
Goodspeed 2nd Theatre – Next Steps – Ms. Stricker reported that the Goodspeed board had met but she did not believe there was any 
progress in the discussions about a second theatre.  She requested that the Village Revitalization Commission include the Goodspeed 
in any RFQ that is sent out to potential developers.  Mr. Gionta agreed to inform the Village Revitalization Commission of her 
request. 
 
There was a general discussion regarding the status of the land-swap and it was noted that the proposal failed in the latest CT State 
legislative session.  The Commissioners also noted that no property in East Haddam had been included in the failed proposal. 
 
Request to Add Alternates to EHEDC -  Mr. Scherrer reported that the Board of Selectmen had unanimously approved the change to 
add two alternation Commissioner positions to the EDC ordinance and that the item will now be voted on at the May 12th Town 
Meeting. 
 
Other Businesses Updates/New Businesses/Events/Tourism: 
 

 Business Night – Ms. Mathiasen reported that the June Business Night will be hosted by the Hilltop BBQ and will offer a 
discount on dinners for the business people attending the event.  She advised that the Hilltop BBQ has Wi-Fi service and that 
she and Ms. Ziobron plan to introduce the Town’s new website at the meeting.  Ms. Ziobron noted that they are also 
considering inviting Mr. Ventres to speak at the event.  Ms. Stricker suggested that it might be more helpful to have Mr. 
Ventres speak to businesses after the new signage ordinance is adopted.  The Commissioners agreed and Ms. Mathiasen and 
Ms. Ziobron will focus the meeting agenda on a review of the Town’s new website.  Ms. Mathiasen will draft a flier for the 
event. 

 
 Directory Signage Updates – Ms. Mathiasen provided Mr. Albuquerque with another copy of the list of new signs that need 

to be installed on the directories.  The only addition to the list was the Franklin Academy.  Ms. Ziobron stated that Hilltop 
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BBQ had requested signs on both directories and had offered to pay for the second sign.  There was a general discussion 
about signage and Ms. Ziobron strongly encouraged the Commissioners to draft a policy for directory signage. The 
Commissioners agreed to create one sign for Hilltop BBQ for the Moodus sign for now and discuss payment for signs and 
sign policy at the next meeting.  Mr. Albuquerque agreed to bring a list of businesses currently on the directories to the June 
meeting. 

 
MS. STRICKER MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY MR. GIONTA, TO ALLOCATE FUNDS TO MAKE-UP 
DIRECTORY SIGNS FOR Peddler’s Village, Hilltop BBQ & Steakhouse, The Corner Family Restaurant, Generation 
Mortgage, Earthworks Exploration, Franklin Academy and 3 signs for the municipal website www.easthaddam.org.  
UNANIMOUS AYE. 

 
 Other – Youth & Family Services Scavenger Hunt – Ms. Mathiasen reported that Youth and Family Services has scheduled 

its 3rd Annual Scavenger Hunt for June 5th.  She advised that they are hoping for greater participation this year.  Ms. 
Mathiasen stated that EDC will sponsor a site on the scavenger hunt. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Mail received – Ms. Mathiasen reported that EDC had received following mail: 
 
 A communication from the CT Tourism Department informing that the Central District’s Executive Director had submitted his 

resignation.  She noted that Anne Lee will step-in as Acting Director until a replacement is found. 
 A notice from the CT Council of Municipalities advising that the topic for their June 9th meeting is the Use of Social Networking 

for municipal purposes. 
 Several e-mails from businesses providing updates to their listing on EDC’s business directory on the new Town website. 
 
Ms. Ziobron distributed a copy of Senator Daily’s response to EDC’s recent letter expressing concern with the land-swap process.  A 
copy of the letter is attached to and made a part of these minutes.  The Commissioners noted several statements in Senator Daily’s 
description of who in East Haddam had been involved in the land-swap process that did not appear to be consistent with their 
experience of the events.  Mr. Gionta suggested writing to the Senator and inviting her to one of EDC’s upcoming meetings to discuss 
their concerns.  Ms. Ziobron agreed to draft a letter. 
 
Public Comment/Other –  There was no public comment. 
 
THERE BEING NO ADDITIONAL REGULAR BUSINESS TO DISCUSS, MR. SCHERRER MADE A MOTION, SECONDED 
BY MR. CASNER, TO ENTER INTO AN EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 9:35 P.M. FOR THE PURPOSES OF DISCUSSING 
POTENTIAL CANDIDATES FOR OPEN POSITIONS ON THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION AND, IF 
NEEDED, OPEN SPACE ISSUES.  UNANIMOUS AYE. 
 
Mr. Scherrer invited Ms. Ziobron into the executive session 
 
Ms. Mathiasen MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY Ms. Stricker, TO CONCLUDE THE EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 9:55P.M..  
UNANIMOUS AYE. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 9:55p.m. 
 
THERE BEING NO ADDITIONAL BUSINESS TO DISCUSS, Mr. Gionta MADE A MOTION, SECONDED BY Mr. Casner, TO 
ADJOURN THE MEETING, UNANIMOUS AYE. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:56 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sharon R. Wheeler 
Recording Secretary 

http://www.easthaddam.org/�
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