OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

TOWN OF EAST HADDAM

LAND USE OFFICE

Regular Meeting Minutes

March 22, 2010

(Not yet approved by the Committee)
1.  CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 7:48 p.m. by Chairman Will Brady.
2.  ATTENDANCE

Present:  Will Brady (Historic Commission), Robert Bennett (Board of Finance), Mary Augustiny (Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission), Everett Herden (Board of Education), Emmett Lyman (Board of Selectmen), Bernard Gillis (Planning and Zoning Commission), Robert Smith (East Haddam Land Trust)

Absent:  Brad Parker (Park and Recreation), Joseph Albuquerque (Economic Development Commission), Todd Gelston (Conservation Commission)

Others:  James Ventres, Land Use Administrator

3.  DISCUSSION
Robert Smith, as President of the East Haddam Land Trust, formally requested the Town’s participation in the acquisition of conservation easements and fee simple purchase of approximately forty-five acres along the Moodus River.  The purchase would protect 3200 linear feet edge and wetlands along the river and would allow a hiking trail to be created.  The amount would be $200,000, not including State reimbursement (see attached letter).
Mr. Ventres stated that the grant application for the Harris property and the Dean property is almost complete. 
Harris Property on Mt Parnassus Road, East Haddam  

1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The proposal is to purchase a total of 135 acres of land on Mt Parnassus Road, East Haddam from Daniel Harris of Grafton, Wisconsin and Roberta Harris of West Hartford, Connecticut.  117 acres are being purchased for open space use and 18 acres for future municipal use – future fire house, playing fields, potential small fair site.  The property set aside for municipal use will address identified needs, some present, some potential future needs.  The East Haddam Fire Department has stated for years that an additional site at the top of Mt Parnassus was desirable for quicker distribution of the fire fighting apparatus.  Fire trucks loaded with water take valuable minutes to climb the highway from Town Street.   The site has potential for creation of athletic fields in the future.  In the interim, the field area could be used for limited agricultural use.  There also has been discussion of potential site for a small fair.  The balance of the property consists of a mix of forestland and old field growth.  The property has been actively forested over the past forty years and the logging trails can be easily converted into two miles of hiking trails.  These trails can be linked to Shanagan Road, a gravel road with limited traffic, for additional hiking trails to other open space parcels.
Dean Property on Parker Road, East Haddam 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The proposal is to purchase a Conservation Easement for 280 acres of forest and farmland on property located on Parker Road (aka Peter’s Path) owned by Claudia Dean and Peter Dean.  The property consists of a mix of agricultural land, forestland and old field growth.  This property has been an active farm for centuries.  The Parker Family once had up to thirteen individual homesteads with small farms on the property in the 1800’s.  The evidence is visible in the amount of stonewalls, cairns, and foundation remnants. The main farmland areas were reclaimed in the 1950’s.  The rest of the property is under a forest management program.  The purchase of the development rights through a Conservation Easement preserves the land in forever.  The site has 2 to miles of trails that would be open for hiking and cross country skiing.
Final narratives and a schedule will be sent next week.  The grant is due May 3, 2010.
4.  EXECUTIVE SESSION


A motion was made by Mrs. Augustiny to enter into executive session 


and to invite Mr. Ventres, the Land Use Administrator.  Seconded by 


Mr. Gillis and carried by unanimous vote.



A motion was made by Mr. Bennett to exit executive session.  



Seconded by Mr. Smith and carried by unanimous vote.

No decisions were made. No votes were taken.
5.  ADJOURNMENT



A motion was made by Mr. Smith to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.         



Seconded by Mr. Bennett and carried by unanimous vote.
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