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“Miss Utility” of Delmarva         

UTILITIES SERVICE PROTECTION

CENTER OF DELMARVA, INC

Minutes of the

February 21, 2008
USPCD Meeting 
1. Call to Order and Introductions 

· President Blane Ammons opened the regular meeting of U.S.P.C.D., Inc., at United Water, Stanton, DE.
· The meeting was called to order at 9:02 A.M.

· 30 members were present.

· Those present gave the customary introductions.

· Prior months meeting minutes approved.
2. Program Presentation – Verizon – Jim Davis & John Hughes provided a .ppt presentation on the        
2008 FTTP/FIOS build.  The presentation included installation targets, specifications, 
procedures, safety, and contractor requirements.
Verizon is now utilizing ECSM as their contract locator.  The local contact for ECSM is Mr. Fernando Rodriquez.  Fernando can be reached by calling 908-675-1684.
3. Secretary’s Report - David Kertis:

· No Report
.
4. Committee Reports

Excavator/Operator Relations – Brad Leto
· Five people have signed up to participate on the committee.  He expects to hold a meeting prior to the March monthly meeting.
Facility Owner Relations – Rich Cleveland

· The committee will be reaching out to all facility owners asking for their participation in the reporting of damages.  We need reporting by all facility owners.  Rich will be organizing a “Locator Recognition” committee.  Blane is asking for volunteers.  We will mirror the program already in place in Maryland.
Positive Response Committee – Ralph Schieferstein
· Absent.
Public Awareness – Mark Stillman
· Mark reported that the committee will be holding a meeting on March 5, 2008 at United Water.  The purpose of this meeting will be to finalize plans for 2008 advertising campaigns.
· Tony Gersitz discussed the various shows for 2008.  The schedule for 2008 was presented.

Membership – Charlie Russell
· Absent.

 Damage Prevention Committee – Rich Cleveland
· Report submitted and reviewed.
· Looking for more support in 2008.

5. One Call Concepts – Matt Ruddo
· Presented call center reports.  ITIC’s usage continues to be on the rise.  At 62% in January.  Less that 48 hour ticket % is in the 6-8% range.  There was a good deal of discussion abuse of “emergency” tickets.  The Excavator/Operator Relations committee plans to start a review of whom, why, and how often various users are requesting emergency locate tickets.
· There is interest by some in creating additional codes to Ticket Check in Delaware.

· Matt reported that Maryland will not allow for the statusing of emergency tickets starting April 1, 2008.  A good deal of discussion ensued about doing the same in Delaware.  After a good deal of conversation, the group was asked to consider implementing emergency ticket statusing in Delaware, and we will follow up on this item at the March meeting.

6. Old Business

· All committee’s to provide the Secretary with their agenda prior to the meeting.  Please sent to                          email: dave.kertis@delmarva.com, fax: 302-429-3815, or phone: 302-429-3423.
· Verizon – FTTP/FIOS issues.
7. New Business
· Law Changes – Dave Kertis reported that Delmarva Power has engaged an external resource to review our proposed law changes.  The review of our proposed law changes has dragged out for some time now.  USPCD is asking that the legal review take place prior to our March meeting.  Dave Kertis to follow up on this request.
· Handbooks – Our hand book is at the printer and is expected to be completed with in a few days.  Thanks go out to Brad Ebaugh for all his efforts in revising the manual and facilitating completion of this project.

· Farm Safety Days – CGA is sponsoring Farm Safety Days.  USPCD will be participating.  Location/specifics are TBD.
· Blane is requesting that Del-DOT provide a speaker at one of our upcoming meetings to discuss/clarify requirements for the safety vests.

· Blane mentioned that there will be a locator certification seminar in Atlanta, GA on Aug. 30 & 31.  It is being hosted by Staking University.  Anyone interested is asked to contact Blane directly.

· Matt Ruddo thanked everyone for their contribution re:  the passing of Matt’s father.

· Malak Michael, DE PSC.  Informed the group that the new Federal Pipeline Safety Act contains language relative to enforcement of safety regulations.  These regulations involve the Dept. of justice, and State Attorney General’s office to name a few.  Malak commented on the damage report and in particular questions why are we sustaining hits to marked lines.

· Brad Ebaugh - Commented on last months meeting – Important that locators keep in touch with contractors if there is the possibility of a delay in providing a positive response.  Ticket Check seems to be working well.  Brad suggested that parties jointly discuss any issue prior to discussing at a monthly meeting.  Ticket numbers and other specifics should be available.
8. Meeting adjourned.
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	Date
	Host
	Location
	Website

	Mar. 17, 18, 19
	Delmarva Safety Association
	Clarion Conference Center, Ocean City, MD
	http://www.rimbach.com/scripts/trade/ihn/number.idc?number=886

	May 8
	MD & DE Kids Water Festival
	Del Tech Community College, Dover, DE
	

	June
	Safe Kids Day
	Camden, DE
	

	June 20, 21
	Delmarva Chicken Festival
	Salisbury, MD
	http://www.dpichicken.com/index.cfm?content=news&subcontent=details&id=302

	June 22-25
	MD Municipal League
	Ocean City Convention Center, Ocean City, MD
	http://www.mdmunicipal.org/mmlhome/index.cfm

	
	MD Assoc. of Counties
	Ocean City Convention Center, Ocean City, MD
	http://www.mdcounties.org/

	
	Millsboro Chamber of Commerce
	Business Expo, Millsboro Civic Center
	http://www.millsborochamber.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=news.home

	October
	Apple/Scrapple Festival
	Bridgeville, DE
	http://www.seafordchamber.com/apple.html

	
	DE On-Site Waste Water Recycling Assoc
	Annual Conference & Expo., Harrington, DE
	http://www.dowra.org/events.html

	
	Membership Dinner & Election
	Delaware Electric Coop, Greenwood, DE
	

	Sept. 27, 28
	Delaware Home Expo
	Wicomico Center, Salisbury, MD
	http://www.delmarvahomeshows.com/Delmarvainfo.htm

	
	
	
	


	                     2008 Meeting Locations and Speaker/ Topic

	Month
	Host
	Location
	Host Contact
	Speaker/ Topic

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	March 20st
	Town of Smyrna
	Smyrna
	Charlie Boyer
	Diana Burns/ Physical Therapy & Law Changes

	April 17th
	City of Wilmington
	Wilmington
	Larry Carson
	Utiliquest- Drive Cam

	May 15th
	Delaware Electric
	Greenwood
	Brad Ebaugh
	Locator Equipment - Demonstrations

	June 19th
	Delmarva Power
	Newark
	Dave Kertis
	Verizon -Fios

	July 17th
	OCC
	TBD
	Matt Ruddo
	OCC Sponsored Event

	August 21st
	Del - Dot
	Dover
	John Pallam
	TBD

	Sept. 18th
	Cheseapke Utilizes
	Salisbury
	Charlie Russell
	TBD

	Oct. 16th
	Easton Utilities
	Easton
	Jim Crowley
	TBD

	Nov. 20th
	University of Delaware
	Newark
	 
	TBD

	Dec. 18th
	Dover
	USPCD
	Blane Ammons
	Breakfast Meeting/ Objectives for 2009


Attendance:

Mark Stillman

Superintendent
United Water


302-252-3025

David Kertis

Engineer

Delmarva Power

302-429-3423
Brad Ebaugh

Treasurer

Delaware Electric

302-349-3148

Richard Cleveland



Chesapeake Utilities

302-736-7610


Bud Swift




Honorary Member

302-328-0951
Tony Gersitz




Honorary Member

Matt Ruddo




One Call Concepts, Inc
Dora Parks

General Manager
One Call Concepts, Inc
410-782-2026


Blane Ammons
Specialist

Verizon

            302-422-1431

John Hughes

Area Manager

Verizon


215-654-5374

Patty Ianovale

Project Manager
Verizon
            
302-656-1965

Jim Davis

Area Manager

Verizon


610-431-5901
Judy Lonsdale

Inspector

Verizon

judith.a.lansdale@verizon.net
Charlie Boyer

Safety Officer

Town of Smyrna

302-653-9288
Kevin Fox

Locator

Town of Smyrna

302-653-3498
Rick Majors

Locator

Town of Smyrna

302-653-3498
Stan Becket

Manager

Utiliquest


302-363-0746

Rich Welch

Supervisor

Utiliquest




David Harrington
Manager

Artesian Water

302-453-7157

Brad Leto




Guardian Construction

Ralph McDougall
Supervisor

City of Dover


302-736-7062
Wendy Stack

Manager

Underground Locating Service 302-856-9626
Mike Amalfitano



New Castle County

Dave Guest

Supervisor

Comcast


610-633-1204

Yvonne White




Comcast


302-841-6305

David Hewault



Chesapeake Utilities

302-736-7610


George O’Neil

Crew Leader

City of Dover


302-736-7062

Robert Emmell 



InfraSource


215-513-9500
Charlie Allocco
Manager

InfraSource


302-326-1040

Jim Piavis

Supervisor

Atlantic Broad Band

302-378-0780
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